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Getting set for the fishing trip? It’s about time to 
stock up at Margaret Ann then... . You'll need Paper 
Plates and other outing items .. . plus plenty of 
Canned Foods, Canned Meats, Instant Coffee and 
Quick-to-Fix Foods. . . . Getting hungry? Good! .. . 


We'll be looking for you soon! 


STOCK UP NOW AT 


“MARGARET ANN * 


Florida's Friendly Home Controlled Food Stores 


Save A Little Everyday 
... On Everything You Buy 





OPERATED BY 


Winn and Lovett Grocery Go. 


— JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA — 
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This is due to the fact that the publication 
is never wrapped when mailed. Will you 
please wrap your magazine for mailing to 
APO and FPO addresses? I am from Pen- 
sacola, Florida, and enjoy your magazine 


very much. 
WADE L. WALLACE, 
T/Sgt. USAF 


Maybe the beauty of our cover pictures 
has been too tempting to someone on this 
long journey. Future issues will be in- 
closed in heavy envelopes. This kind of 
helpful criticism is always welcomed. — Ed. 





It is my opinion that an error cannot be 
corrected until found. Your magazine ar- 
rives at my duty station in England in 
rather poor condition. The back is never 
on it and more often pages are missing. 


Please let me extend to you and all the 
judges in your writing contest my sincere 
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appreciation for the prize awarded my story. 
I would like to say also, that FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE has contributed a great deal 
toward furthering my ambitions to become 
a professional writer. 


In my present position, the encourage- 
ment you have given me has been deeply 
appreciated and has helped no end in re- 
lieving the drudgery and monotonous rou- 
tine of life here in the sanatorium. I hope 
that after my discharge, my work will con- 
tinue to merit appearance in the pages of 
your fine magazine. 


JAMES P. GILL, 
Tampa 
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CATTLEMEN’S SUPPLIES 


Rubberized 
Pommel Slickers 
Johnson Whips 

Justin Boots 

Bona Allen 

Saddles 
Rubber Pads 
Rico Dip 
Burdizzo 
Emasculators 


WRITE FOR OUR 
CATTLEMEN'S CATALOG 
W. B. MAKINSON CO. 


KISSIMMEE FLORIDA 
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FLORIDA’S 
SHELL WONDERLAND 
Shell Collector’s Paradise 
Ed) 
COMFORTABLE BOAT RIDE 
FISHING @® PICNICKING 
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 


$1.00 Adults; 50c Children 
(Plus Tax) 
Leaves every hour from Bill’s Pier 


PASS-A-GRILLE, FLORIDA 


On the St. Petersburg Gulf Beaches 
For details write: 


CAPTAIN GEORGE MARSIC 
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BROWN’S KENNELS 


Breeders of: 
FIELD TRIAL AND SHOOTING DOGS 
Dogs Boarded and Trained 


Gun Shyness Corrected 
Force Breaking to Retrieve 


10 Miles North of Bradenton on 
U. S. Route 41 


P. O. BOX 974—TELEPHONE 3-8216 
BRADENTON, FLORIDA 
Write Us Your Dog Trouble 





VACATION — FISH — RELAX 


at Panasoffkee’s finest fishing camp. Modern, 
clean cottages, electric kitchens, large airy 
living rooms, bedrooms, private baths. Clean, 
dry boats, 1950 Johnson Motors, guides, fish- 
ing tackle. Write— 


HELFER’S COTTAGES 
Ph. Bushnell 2922 


Panasoffkee, Fla. 





SCOTT-ATWATER OUTBOARD MOTORS 
COMPLETE LINE OF FISHING EQUIPMENT 


COMSTOCK APPLIANCE CO. 


45 GARDEN AVE. 
CLEARWATER. FLA. PH. 31-329 
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I read the article “Daniel Boone’s Boys” 
with much interest. Stories like this make 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE a real man’s maga- 
zine. Using guns like the ones mentioned 
in the article should make a man feel as 
if he has been hunting and has given the 
game an even chance. 

ALASKA McCURLEY, 
Pensacola 


PRIZE WINNER 

Enclosed is $1.00 to renew my _ sub- 
scription to your fine magazine. 

... | won a prize on the Pal Rod and 
Gun Club of the Air. I wish to inform you 
that I secured my idea for the winning 
entry from your February issue. 

I spend all the time possible in the great 
outdoors. When I retire from my present 
position (mail carrier) I expect to come 
down Florida way to spend the rest of my 
days at some of the places described in 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE magazine. 

BILL BRUNETT, 
Fairmont, W. Va. 








Miami is my home, and I’ve been hunt- 
ing in the Big Cypress for the past five 
years. . . . FLORIDA WILDLIFE is the 
most realistic array of stories and pictures 
of Florida game and hunting I have ever 
read. I know of no one in my club who 
doesn’t read it. I enclose the sum of one 
dollar for the best magazine bargain in the 
country. 

DONALD H. CRAIG, 
Vice-President, 
So. Miami Rod & Gun Club 





A BREAK FOR THE KIDS 
I am Chairman for an educational pro- 
gram now being put on by our American 
Legion Post here in Orlando. Two events 
have already been put on, one by Brad 
Bradford on reptiles and the other by 
Charlie Clymore of our Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission. Both were well 
received. Said events will be on the first 
and third Fridays at our Legion home and 
will consist of Water Safety and First Aid, 
Guns, Fishing Gear, Boats, Pictures and 
Lectures about Florida’s Wildlife . . . for 
the next six months. 
This program is primarily for kids 6 to 
16 years of age, and open to all. 
MERLIN MITCHELL, 
Orlando 





WILDLIFE IN GERMANY 

Please renew my subscription. Send _ it 
to my home address, as I will be moving 
around too much to be able to give an 
overseas address. My wife is in the States 
and forwards OUR wonderful Mag to me, 
and it is read by Americans and Germans 
with deep interest. Believe it or not, Ger- 
many has our U. S. Rainbow Trout (it was 
imported from the U. S. years ago) in 
abundance. They also have a small Deer 
they call a Reh, pronounced (Ray). It is 
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ACCESSORIES Throughout 
SALES AND SERVICE 


LYN’S SPORT SHOP 


1217 W. Main Street 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


BOATS 


LET’S SAVE OUR FISH! 
Return All Undersized Fish 
to the Water. 

4 
Join A Conservation Club... 
Be A Sportsman! 


) 
TROUT HOLE LODGE 
FISHING CAMP 


PINELLAS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
Phone 74-4123—St. Petersburg 


‘‘Where We Serve to Serve Again’’ 









“We Cater to Special Parties” 


Louts Pappas 
RIVERSIDE CAFE 


AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


SEAFOODS, GREEK COOKING AND SALADS 
OUR SPECIALTY 


SHELL FISH IN SEASON 
AT SPONGE EXCHANGE 


TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA 


PHONE 6263 










IT’S 
Shellcracker Time 


AT 
LAKE PANASOFFKEE 


FLORIDA'S 
SHELLCRACKER LAKE 
* 


Call 2920—Bushnell Exchange 
or 


Write 


HUTCHINSON’S 


CAMP PANASOFFKEE 
PANASOFFKEE, FLORIDA 





FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


Jutroductug 
Jack Grant 
70 Our Readers 
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Beginning with this issue, FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE will be published 
under the direction of Jack Grant, 
who assumed the duties of Manag- 
ing Editor on April 14 after signing 
a three-year contract with the Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 

Grant is a resident of Leesburg 
where for the past few years he has 
held the position of publisher for the 
Perry newspapers in Lake County. 
He has gained wide recognition in 
Central Florida as an outstanding 
journalist and civic worker. He re- 
ceived the Leesburg Jaycee award 
as that city’s outstanding citizen for 
1951. 

He is a member of the Florida 
Press Association, Florida Public 
Relations Association, the National 
Editorial Association, Kiwanis Club, 
Elks Club, and is vice president of 
the Leesburg Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The new Managing Editor has re- 
organized the editorial and adver- 
tising staffs and made arrangements 
for increasing the magazine’s per- 
sonnel as it continues to grow. 

In announcing his policies and 
plans for the future of FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE, Grant said, “Every pos- 
sible effort will be made to keep this 
magazine on the present high level 
of reader interest and popularity. 
New features will be added from 
time to time as our present plans 
for increasing the number of pages 
and the circulation of FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE are carried out.” 

All letters of constructive criti- 
cism, suggestions, interesting data, 
and just plain “beefs” from sub- 
scribers and other readers will be 
welcomed and given careful con- 
sideration. 
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about the size of a Texas Jack Rabbit (as 
described by a Texan) and just as hard to 
hit on the run, and on the run is the only 
way you find them. 
M/SGT. PAUL B. TRAPP, 
Landsberg, Germany 





I have received FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
for almost three years but have never taken 
the opportunity to express my complete ap- 
proval of it. 

Your articles on all forms of wildlife in 
our state are extremely interesting to me, 
for I enjoy fishing and hunting in Florida. 

Keep up the good work, and I’m sure 
your magazine will remain the best of its 
kind anywhere. 

ROBERT S. PERKINS, 
Jacksonville 





In the March issue of FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE an article by Mr. Webb was very 
good. The only way we will be able to build 
up our wild game is to educate the sports- 
man. He can’t expect the game to be pro- 
tected if he doesn’t do it himself. With 
proper restocking this can be done. 

DEWALT SUMNER, 
Dade City 





PROSPECTIVE RESIDENT 


I just finished reading your interesting 
and enlightening magazine -FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE, sent to me by Raymond E. 
Fox, mayor of Casselberry. In the near 
future we hope to locate in Casselberry to 
enjoy your hunting and fishing. 

FRANCIS X. KESTLER, 
Glendale, L. I., N. Y. 


Happy Girthday 


I’m just six years old today. 
Maybe you grown-up folks 
think that is very young, but 
I sure have seen some sights 
and been to some interesting 
places all over this great state 
of Florida. I have fished with 
you, hunted with you, taken 
you to exciting out-of-the-way 
places, and shown you pictures 
galore of all kinds of Florida 
wildlife. Yes, ’'ve even taught 
some of you old timers new 
tricks and better ways to “bring 
home the bacon” on your fish- 
ing and hunting trips. 

Im still just a boy, but Im 
growing. The bigger I get the 
more fishin’ and huntin’ trips 
I’m going to take. Want to go 
with me? OK, come along! 

Who am 1? Why Im... 
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FLORIDA'S 


Florida’s Best Bait for Bass 


APEX BAIT STORE 





GOLDEN SHINERS 









Shiners That Live 





On U. S. 541 at the Apex 
Just North of Tampa 
Near Lutz 












TARPON TIME IN SARASOTA! 


We Invite You 


FISH BITE ON 


BRUD’S TACKLE 


556 E. Main St.—Phone 3-668] 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 


HOWARD (BRUD) ELKINS, Owner 
Last Year’s Tarpon Winner 





LANE PARK 
COTTAGES 


P. OG. Box 647—Tavares, Florida 


LOCATED ON LAKE HARRIS 


BOATS, BAIT, MODERN COTTAGES 


W. C. WILLINGHAM, Owner 





BASS FISHING 


BASS GALORE VILLAGE 


(On the Withlacoochee) 
DUNNELLON, FLORIDA 


KITCHENETTE COTTAGES 


GUIDES ® BOATS ® MOTORS 
““W here the Fishing’s Always Good”’ 


1 Block East of U. S. 41 on Florida 484 


P. O. Box 157—Phone 186 


AMERICA’S ONLY 


MONKEY JUNGLE 


22 Miles South of Miami, Florida, 


off Un S351 
GOULDS, FLORIDA 




















POLY-WOGGING WITH SHEP SHEPARD 


Me and my big mouth! No doubt 
you have heard about the fellow 
who opened his mouth and put his 
foot in it—well, I’m the guy who 
opened his big mouth and put a 31- 
foot dugout canoe in it! 

In one of my first stories in FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE I raised the moot 
question of the probability of hook- 
ing an outboard motor onto a dug- 
out canoe and taking it down the 
Silver Run and Ocklawaha River. 
The telephone rang! People stopped 
me on the street! The letters poured 
in! “It can be done!” “It can’t be 
done!” The ayes and the nays were 
about even so I had to find out for 
myself. 

From Ross Allen I borrowed a 
dugout, a beautiful job, 31 feet long, 
18 inches wide, and about eight 
inches deep. I designed and built 
a motor bracket with two-by-eights 
and iron straps around the bottom 
since the gunnels on a dugout are not 
built to carry a conventional product. 
A seven and one-half horse-power 
Evinrude motor fit the bracket per- 
fectly. 

Larry, my youngest offspring, of- 
fered to play hooky from school, so 
I signed him up. He is a good boy on 
the water and can swim like a fish. 
Fact is, the first word he said when 
he was learning to talk was ‘boat’. 


Our gear was piled aboard and 
we were off. We circled the big boil 
on Silver Springs, posed briefly for 
the photographer, and then headed 
downstream. 

I soon discovered that when I 
gunned the motor the least bit the 
water would break over the bow 
and cascade along the bottom of the 
canoe reducing the scant two inches 
of free board at my side to nearly 
zero. If I changed course too sharply, 
water would pour in over the sides; 
if I moved one foot to one side of 
the boat I had to counterbalance it 
with the other foot. However, we 
discovered that by sitting perfectly 
still, occasionally shifting our weight 
as I turned the motor, we could open 
the throttle to one-third speed. 

We had gone not more than a 
couple of miles down the Silver Run 
when we met one of the Jungle 
Cruise boats throwing a bow wave 
about 18 inches high, sixteen inches 
higher than our freeboard. I was 
ready to say ‘uncle’ but luckily the 
skipper saw us in time to cut the 
power and glide by us with hardly 
a ripple. 

The first few sharp bends gave us 
plenty of trouble. An Indian dugout 
is made to go straight ahead and no 
man’s machine will ever change its 
mind. We soon learned to start turn- 


ing a long time before we reached 
a bend; then as the canoe was swept 
around with the current and just 
before the stern crashed into the 
bushes, gun the motor and _ shoot 
straight ahead. After each of these 
maneuvers the bailing scoop was 
put into action. Do you know how 
many bends there are on the Ockla- 
waha? I bailed out enough water 
from that dugout to start a small 
creek. al 

It says on the charts that the 
Ocklawaha River is a navigable 
stream. Ocklawaha means “crooked 
water”. To me it means the river 
that has been forgotten by the U. S. 
Engineers. 

We stopped that night at Pickett’s 
Fish Camp at Eureka Bridge. Mike 
Pickett; owner and manager, and his 
charming wife spent several hours 
showing us his minnow hatchery. 


Early the next morning we shoved 
off again. Profiting by our experi- 
ences of the day before, plus a good 
night’s sleep, we made better time 
and really began to enjoy our trip. 
Forty minutes below Eureka Bridge 
I got fouled up some way... gave 
the motor too much gas on a turn 
and we darned near swamped. Some 
fast bailing was all that saved the 
day. Larry yelled, “Dad, look!” I 
looked up just in time to see a. big 
nine-foot alligator slide into the 
water about 15 feet away. Notice 
the happy look on our faces in the 
picture?—You should have seen 
them then. 


A few minutes later two nasty 
looking buzzards started circling us. 
They followed us for nearly a half- 
hour. You'll never be able to con- 
vince me that the alligator and 
those buzzards weren’t working in 
cahoots. 


We swept along downstream un- 
til, at long last, the St. Johns River 
loomed ahead of us. Up until then 
we had not given much thought to 
the wind whipping the tops of the 
trees, but as we gazed at the wide 
expanse of the St. Johns we realized 
that our problems were not over by 
a long shot. We had yet to cross the 
famous river. 


The wind was blowing upstream 
at an angle across the river. Our 
side was fairly calm but we could 
see the whitecaps dancing on the far 
side. Some fishermen close by gave 
us the needed confidence and we 
started across. About halfway out, 
I realized we could never take the 
waves broadside, so I headed at an 


angle upstream and took them on | oe 


the stern. I imagine the steady 


thump-thump-thump of my bailing , 
scoop on the bottom of the canoe ,, 
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PORT COMFORT 

“The Place To Fish” 
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 
Punta Rassa Rd. Phone 2-2379 


It’s easy to see why Port Comfort rates so 
high with fishermen and boatmen. A safe, 
comfortable harbor with excellent storage 
and berthing facilities. It also boasts of a 
complete repair yards and ways, groceries, 
supplies, gas, oil, and fishing tackle. 








on 
FAMOUS CROSS CREEK 
® BOATS © MOTORS 
© BAIT 


Connects with 
LAKE LOCHLOOSA and 
ORANGE LAKE 


Come to 
SPORTSMAN’S HAVEN 
Off Highway 301 to 325 
Mail Address: HAWTHORNE, FLA. 


©. CAFE 


MR. AND MRS. BEN B. WHEELER 


EXCELLENT FISHING 





LAKE APOPKA 
FINE BASS FISHING 


Fun and Economy for the 
Entire Family! 


Your Home Away from Home at 


MEECE’S 
FISHERMAN’S 
PARADISE 


ROUTE 1, APOPKA, FLORIDA 
PHONE 3734 
Where You Will Enjoy Your Stay! 


Lake Wales Welcomes 
The Sportsman 


BASS FISHING 
AEE BEST! 


For 


FISHING TACKLE — GUNS 
Ammunition — Supplies 
MORGAN & PHILLIPS 
HARDWARE 


Stuart Ave. — Lake Wales, Fla. 





ENJOY THE 
SPORT OF KINGS — CATCH A TARPON 


SA RASOTA HARDWARE 


PAINT COMPANY, INC. 
JOHN KICKLIGHTER — JACK HALTON 


If It’s Available, We Have It 
If You Don’t Want to Mount Him, Let Him Go! 





JUNE, 1952 





must have awakened some _long- 
forgotten memories of ancient war 
drums in the heart of the old dug- 
out canoe. She seemed to raise her- 
self out of the water to help us. 

Safely across on the opposite bank, 
we were still about three miles up- 
stream from our destination. We 
headed downstream, skirting the 
river bank so closely that we could 
have jumped out and held up our 
faithful boat if it swamped. All went 
well until we swung away from the 
shore to pass a huge cruiser tied to 
a dock. The waves were pouring 
water into the boat almost as fast 
as I could throw it out. 

A hundred yards below us was 
the dock of the Sportsman’s Lodge 
and the end of our trip. As we pulled 
alongside the dock, Larry and I were 
ready to unload in a hurry. When 
the last of our gear was tossed onto 
the dock we were standing in water 
above our ankles—but we made it. 

Carroll Miller gave us a welcom- 
ing hand, assisted with our gear, and 
tied the dugout in a safe spot. For- 
rest Woods, manager of the Sports- 
man’s Lodge, invited us to a hot 
dinner and later loaned us a boat 
for our return trip to the Springs. 
Later we returned the borrowed 
boat, and took the dugout home by 
truck. 

One thing I did learn from this 
trip—if I ever open my big mouth 
again, nobody will ever stick a 31- 
foot dugout canoe in it! END. 





It’s Tarpon Time 
IN SARASOTA 
@ Marine Hardware 
@ Fishing Tackle 
@ Marine Paint 


Johnson Marine Supply 
109 South Palm Avenue 


SARASOTA, FLORIDA 


BASS FISHING 
DUCK HUNTING 
® 
LIVE BAIT 


All Leading Lines 
FISHING TACKLE FOR SALE 


CABINS ® BOATS ® MOTORS 
GUIDES 


Camp OKEE-SIMMEE 


Mouth of Kissimmee River on 
Lake Okeechobee 


OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 








75 Fresh Water 
Cc Reels Cleaned and Checked | 


FISHING 
TACKLE 







Repaired 
Quick Service 
Anywhere 


FLORIDA GUN 
& LOCK SERVICE 


408 Zack St. — Tampa, Fla. — Ph. 25-1251 





ASK YOUR DEALER FOR 





“BAKON GITTER” 


(Guaranteed Weedless) 
Known as the ‘“‘BOGIE BAIT” 


THE WORLD’S MOST EFFECTIVE 
ARTIFICIAL BASS BAIT 


Manufactured and Distributed by 


R. N. BODENSTEIN 


MADISON, FLORIDA 


JOHNSON’S 
FISHING CAMP 


On Lake Okeechobee 
PHONE 45 
TOPS FOR BASS FISHING 


Modern Housekeeping Cottages 


Restaurant Specializing in Seafoods 
and STEAKS 


EARLY BREAKFAST FOR 
DUCK HUNTERS 


BOATS @® MOTORS © GUIDES 


JOHNSON’S FISHING CAMP 
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 





When in Stuart, Florida 


Stop at 
RIVERVIEW COURT 
Excellent Rooms — Quiet 


1 BLOCK OFF U.S. #1 
ON ST. LUCIE RIVER 





RIVERVIEW COURT 
STUART, FLORIDA 


Mr. & Mrs. E. B. Ketcham, Owners 
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Operation Brush Pile 


By PRENTISS WRIGHT 


ILDLIFE OFFICERS recently “planted” the first of 
300 brush piles that eventually will be placed 
in the coves and bends of the famous St. Johns 
River and its tributaries. Thus an old idea has been 
rejuvenated in an effort to provide better angling for 
fresh water fishermen. 

Avid sportsmen, businessmen, and newspaper writers 
gathered at Julington Creek, in Duval County, one 
day last month to witness the construction of the first 
huge brush pile. Many favorable comments were ex- 
pressed in appreciation of this project which was con- 
ceived by Miller V. Joiner, State Game Commissioner, 
and started under the direction of George H. Inman, 
Northeast Division Director. 

The placing of brush piles in fresh waters as a means 
of providing some mighty good fishing has been a 
favorite gimmick for many years in Florida. How- 
ever, most fishermen using this neat trick have jeal- 
ously guarded the secret locations of their private piles. 
The idea of providing similar facilities, but easily lo- 













(Continued on Page 24) Sportsmen and businessmen enthusiastically approved 
the operation. 





A veritable heaven for the weekend angler. 





see mam eS OR eee SEIS EAE SAE. SELES LETS ORS wT STO at = 














Red manipulated the bait expertly, while Ernest watched in anticipation. The tangle of the 
Florida “Big Scrub” rises in the background. 


HREE small bass, sides glistening silver green in 
the clear waters of Zay Prairie, were tugging 
at the stringer by the time the rising sun 

cleared the tops of the distant pine islands. 

They were good bass, as bass go, but they were not 
of the size which had prompted us to rise before day- 
light and drive twenty-two miles from Ocala to go 
fishing. We were after those monster bass for which 
Florida is famous, and which abound in that central 
area of the state made famous by Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings’ The Yearling—the Big Scrub. 

An hour earlier, as we jounced over the sand ruts 
that cut northward through the forest from the Ocala- 
Daytona highway to this little grassy lake, optimism 
was high. 

“There are still some whoppers in Zay—and no 
reason we can’t catch ’em,” stated my brother, Red, 
who was driving. 

On the back seat, grinning widely and nodding a 
vigorous assent, was Ernest, the young Negro who 
was to paddle the light rowboat following us on the 
trailer. 

My own enthusiasm was restrained, for much ex- 
perience with micropterus salmoides has convinced me 
that catching a big bass usually involves skill, per- 
serverance, and dumb luck—a rare combination, hard 
to achieve. 
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Now, after an hour on the lake, we had only the 
three little bass on the stringer, each of which had 
succumbed to the blandishments of the frog-spotted 
surface plug I was using. I urged Red to try some- 
thing else, instead of the bright orange underwater 
plug with black stripes he was using. 


“Uh-uh,” he said. “The big boys like this convict.” 
Ernest paddled us slowly along, now through waters 
where the grass grew thinly, and a plug could evade 
the scattered stalks which had their roots ten feet 
underwater, and again where the grass grew in clumps 
so thick we could cast only in the little clear spots. 


Fish were on the move. An occasional rise spread 
rings of ripples, and a bass in hot pursuit of a school 
of minnows sped through the grass so swiftly that the 
tops tossed madly back and forth. 


The sun lifted higher, gilding the ocean of green 
scrub and erasing the blue shadows. We perspired in 
the growing heat as we sat there in the slowly gliding 
boat, whipping our plugs this way and that. My bait 
was a sportive minnow as the wood and steel and 
bright enamel came alive on the surface, diving, dart- 
ing and daring a bass to strike. Red’s convict was 
a streamlined orange and black creature, slinking 
stealthily along 18 inches below the surface—enough 
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BIGGEST MOMENT 





to madden any bass, it seemed. We _ Red displays the bass and the bait that The big bass got an official weighing by 
cast and retrieved again and again, brought him in. Ed Abney, 
but the fish were slow to respond. Lee ee 





A dozen gaunt range cattle ap- 
peared on the grassy strip at the 
lake’s margin, and after raising sus- 
picious heads in our direction, be- 
gan to feed. Back of them rose gently 
the vast sweep of scrub pine and pal- 
metto, a green sea broken at in- 
tervals by towering islands of black 
pine and longleaf. 


Ernest paddled us gently into a 
large deep pool, rimmed by a thick 
fringe of grass. This was prime bass 
water, and I heard Red grunt sud- 
denly in confirmation of the fact. 


Far out in the pool where his 
plug had struck the water, there 
eddied a massive swirl which could 
only have been produced by the 
strike of a whopping big bass. Red’s 
light rod bent nearly double in the 
same instant as he set the hooks, 
there was suddenly a bulging wave 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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Memorial marker in the picnic area 
near Alexander Springs. 


A perfect setting for the old swimmin’ hole. 











IDDEN away in the southeastern section of the 
great Ocala National Forest is a small treasure 
nook of Nature’s primeval beauty that few 

have discovered. Fortunately I was alone on my first 
visit to Alexander Springs—the only intruder in an 
area that has been preserved in all its natural state. 
I became a motionless part of this semi-tropical 
setting as my eyes drank in the splendor of a circular 
pool of crystal-clear spring water guarded by a jungle 
forest of large pines, oaks, and palms. Decorated by 
Nature’s own unplanned patterns of water lettuce, 
pickerel weed, cattails, and reeds, there is little wonder 
that this pool and its surrounding area is said to be 
one of the three most beautiful scenic spots in south- 
eastern United States by U. S. Forestry leaders. 


Alexander Springs is located in Lake County about 
five and one-half miles southwest of Astor Park on 
State Road 445. A clay road, approximately one-tenth Onty two patns have pean cut through the jungle to provide 
of a mile, leads from the highway to the springhead. entrance to Alexander Springs. 

These springs are unexcelled for fresh water swim- 
ming. The waters are pure and clear; temperatures 
average 76 degrees Fahrenheit, with very little fluctu- 
ation throughout the year. Alexander Springs produce 
the water for Alexander Creek which crosses North- 
ern Lake County and empties into the St. Johns River. 

A few anglers ... those who like to traverse the by- 


Springs 


By GENE GRUBER 








roads seeking solitude along with their favorite pastime 
. . . have discovered that Springs Creek below the 
highway bridge has a plentiful supply of bass and supply of fresh water game fish along Spring Creek below 
bream. Most any type of fresh water game fish, and erences a es : 

some mullet up from the St. Johns River, can be oy: eaeey 
landed although the clear water offers a challenge to 
the most adept angler’s patience and casting skill. 


* 


The immediate area of the springs and creek is 
teeming with wildlife. Being only a few miles from 
the Ocala National Game Refuge, hunters have found 
easy pickings in getting their deer or black bear. 
Some turkeys, panthers, and wild hogs, a fair supply 
of quail, along with an abundance of small fur-bearing 
animals can be found here. A lucky woodsman may 


even sight a bald eagle. 
(Continued on Page 30) 


U. S. Forestry Ranger W. H. Croke of Eustis points to 

the boil of the spring on the pool’s surface. With him 

are (left to right) F. E. Owens of Eustis, J. E. Baker of 

Umatilla, C. B. Treadway of Tavares, H. Lightfoot of 

Umatilla, and Karl Lehmann of Tavares, Secretary of 
the Alexander Springs Association. 
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Each legally sold fish carries a tag, it difficult for “‘bootleg”’ fish to reach the retail market. 


Roughfish are destroyed. Commission biologist records the “‘take.” 
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By TONY STEVENS 


‘HAT’S the basis of John F. Dequine’s explanation 
of the current controlled seining program re- 
cently adopted for six Florida lakes. Dequine, 

State Coordinator of Fish Management for the Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission, says that fish 
are a renewable resource, and must be treated in 
much the same way as a field of corn before an angler 
can reap a full harvest of sport fishing. 

This lesson, taken from the leaves of a farmer’s 
handbook, is now being applied by fish management 
technicians in Lakes Eustis and Harris, Lake County, 
and Reedy Lake, Polk County. 

Briefly stated, the lesson is this: 

Just as a good farm manager weeds out his corn 
crop to produce quality ears of corn, so must the good 
fish manager “weed out” his fish crop to produce 
bigger and better fish. Only, in the case of fish, the 
“weeds” are roughfish such as garfish, suckers and 
mudfish. 

More than that, Dequine states that in order to pro- 
duce a good crop of fish in the lakes, it is also neces- 
sary to plant, fertilize, cultivate, thin and harvest the 
fish at the proper times. 

Biologist Dequine says that the commercial seining 
crews now working in central Florida are actually 
cultivating, thinning and harvesting the fish crops in 
those waters, with seines, in an attempt to improve 
sport fishing. 

Most anyone will agree that proper harvesting of 
any crop means a return of greatest value if the har- 
vesting is done by experienced persons at the proper 
time. The same holds true for fish. 

“But sport fishermen have been doing a poor job of 
harvesting a sufficient quantity of fish,” Dequine says. 
“Tf the anglers in Florida could remove enough fish 


Detailed statistics on game fish are recorded by 


the biologists. 
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by hook and line, and could do it at the proper time 
and place, the problem of underharvesting could be 
solved simply by more sports fishing. 

“Available facts indicate, however, that less than 
25 per cent of the available black bass are being 
caught by anglers in many lakes, and less than five 
per cent of the bream and crappie. This results in 
surplus stocks in an unbalanced quantity, resulting 
in overcrowded living and feeding conditions, and, 
eventually, stunted and undesirable fish.” 

Biologists in Florida and other states say that this 
unequal taking of fish results in an unbalanced con- 
dition where the panfish, such as bream and crappie, 
often begin crowding out the bass. In some instances, 
the situation may become worse, and the roughfish, 
such as shiners, garfish and suckers, begin crowding 
out both the panfish and the bass. 

In order to bring the fish stocks back into balance, 
and improve sport fishing, especially the fishing for 
black bass, Florida’s fish biologists have undertaken a 
scientific program of thinning and harvesting the fish 
in six Florida lakes. 

The major operation in this program is the taking 
of all species of fish (except the two game fish, black 
bass and pickerel) by haul seines from 1,000 to 1,600 
yards in length. Many of the bass are tagged, weighed 
and measured by the biologists. The haul seines and 
associated equipment are owned and operated by 
private industry under special permits, but all use of 
such commercial fishing gear is closely supervised by 
Game Commission personnel. Trained supervisors ac- 
company each crew throughout each fishing operation 
in order to insure proper enforcement of the rules and 
restrictions set by the Game Commission. 

(Continued on Page 29) 





Tagging of bream and shellcrackers is made under strict 
supervision of Commission personnel. 
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By AUBREY A. TUBBS 


nature may never be revealed. 

Truth often being stranger 
than fiction, the self respecting 
hunter fails to expose his experi- 
ences simply because he does not 
wish to reduce his ego by being 
branded a liar, accused of having 
hallucinations, or of drinking too 
much. Then there is sometimes the 
fear that by some divine quirk his 
angle if told might get back to the 
deer, exposing which of the silly 
nimrods was on the other end of 
that particular thunder-stick, and 
the horse laugh in deer language 
would be on him. 


S OME OF THE better stories of this 


I know I am not the only hunter 
who has picked up a trail in the 
morning and after stalking a deer 
all day, wound up tired and weary 
at night-fall within a few feet of the 
same spot the sign reading started 
from. It is discouraging to arise from 
a silent night’s sleep in a bushy ham- 
mock and find fresh feeding signs 
within 50 feet of your bed, and then 
spend the day without sighting your 
sly quarry. 


Common opinions are that the 
deer’s greatest protections are their 
keenness of sight, smell, hearing and 
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fleet heels. I disagree—often they 
do not choose to run! 

The skillful old buck will drop 
to his knees to lower his silhouette 
and creep down gullies, behind a 
fence, or down a corridor of bushes. 
Others will wade and swim to evade 
pursuit, especially of the hounds. It 
is not uncommon to follow them 
across foot logs and through bogs 
that look impossible to support their 
weight on tiny feet. Their trails lead 
among obstacles and between trees 
that seem impossible for any animal 
with a rack of horns to pass between. 

While trailing a quartet of hoof 
prints it was once my pleasure to 
watch an old buck maneuver a rock- 
ing chair rack between two trees no 
wider than the animal’s body. By 
putting one horn through first and 
shifting its head to that side the 
other passed through. It was like 
carrying a table on its side through 
a narrow door. The maneuver was 
executed so quickly it was hard to 
realize how it happened. 

It is common to find the older 
buck in the rear of a herd or be- 
hind a young buck or doe. He has 
learned that if there is unknown 
danger the leader will walk into it 
first. We know they have the in- 
tuition to feed longer before a storm 
or foul weather, choosing darkness 
for their activity and daylight for 
their rest. It may be that some of 
them have the ability to bestow 
“buck fever” on a hunter at will. 


Have you ever tried to follow a 
mortally wounded deer in the rain 
when visibility is poor? It just 
doesn’t give up executing tricks 
until the last drops of blood are 
drained, the last move being to 
stumble off the trail into some ob- 
scure place in hopes that its body 
will remain undiscovered. 


I once happened upon a pair, ap- 
parently near the act of mating. 
They were fully aware of my pres- 
nce. As I came near, the doe reared 
and thumped threateningly. The 
buck snorted, glanced a warning, 
and with lowered head _ pranced 
toward me, making the points of 
his horns look very menacing. I am 
not sure he would have attacked—I 
didn’t remain to see. Looking back 
from a safer distance, I watched 
them trot off together. 


We know that a doe will stay with 
her fawn though she senses danger, 
betraying her fear only with the 
nervous twitching of her white flag. 
I have seen signs of her sharp hoofs 
on the head of a dead rattler! 


As last year’s hunting season be- 
gan, we rolled the swamp buggy 
toward open country. While cross- 
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ing a mire, misfortune struck. We 
stripped the hub in a rear wheel. 
One person was dispatched for parts 
and I wandered on toward hunting 
territory. Dawn found me perched 
in a tree near what I thought might 
be a good stand. Sunlight revealed 
a doe, less than a hundred yards 
away. I have no idea how long she 
had been there. She showed no signs 
of movement, her flag and buttocks 
were behind a tree trunk from me. 
A low limb spanned her back, 
with bushy foliage over her head. 
I kept watching in hopes of seeing 
her fawn, knowing there was a 
reason for her stillness. Two hours 
passed without a stir. My stomach 
began to remind me that I hadn’t 
eaten. Unloading my gun I lowered 
it to the ground with a cord, which 
has become standard equipment 
while hunting. With the thud of my 
feet when I dropped, the deer 
bounded —exposing a beautiful 
spread—and to this very day that 
is the only doe I have ever seen 
with horns! 

This year we abandoned the plains 
and went back into the sawgrass 
country, where the deer are smaller 
but more plentiful. We set up camp 
in the highest hammock available, 
but the ground was still soggy. Look- 
out perches were scarce, so we took 
turns watching from the one avail- 
able tree. It isn’t our custom to take 
meat on a hunting trip and the ab- 
sence of rabbit was unusual to us. 
Near noon of the second day our 
lookout spied a young buck with an 
older one following. He silently sig- 
naled their course. They were head- 


ing for a big sawgrass patch not far 
away. We prepared to encircle it, 
with careful instructions not to shoot 
until the deer cleared our group, the 
closest man having preference. The 
deer went in so we closed the circle. 
Wading knee deep we began to close 
in like the spokes of a wheel, toward 
the hub. The spike buck became 
panicky and ran. We let it go and 
continued closing the circle. Watch- 
fully we inched toward the center, 
until we met. The big buck had van- 
ished. Our lookout screamed but 
he was too far away to be audible. 
He climbed down and came to us 
saying, “He’s got to be here, only 
one deer came out.” We looked at 
one another as if in doubt. Our look- 
out kept repeating, “He’s got to be 
here.” Suddenly one of the younger 
members of the party, whose young 
eyes were keener than ours, began 
to point in a spellbound, speechless 
manner and, behold, not 10 feet from 
his fingertip, barely exposed above 
the murky water, could be seen the 
nose and antlers of the deer. 

Some one remarked, “You can’t 
shoot a swimming deer.” 

“Swimmin’ hell,” came a reply, 
“he’s hidin’, besides the water’s only 
knee deep.” 

Another remarked, “I’m hongry.” 
Simultaneously two guns reported. 

“Killing a deer like that ain’t no 
credit,” came the swimming sup- 
porter’s retort, and with that we 
had to make the two with empty 
chambers match to see who gave up 
a deer tag for the unproud kill. 

Now the mystery is where do 
these deer go to college? END. 
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HERE were a lot of fish in the 
waters of south Florida then. 
Of course, there are still 

plenty of fish, but not the way it 

used to be. So Homer Rhode Jr., who 

came from Pennsylvania, was in a 

kind of paradise. He had caught his 

share of trout and bass in Pennsyl- | 
vania, but this Florida fishing—it 
floored him! 

The colors of the waters, the height 
of the towering clouds, the infinite 
mystery of the back waters of the 
Keys, all aroused a kind of elation 
in the tall youth, and it seemed to » 
him that he would never, never get ' 
enough of it. Eventually, he became 
a game warden. His beat was the 
Everglades. 

There were less people in the 
Everglades then, but more viola- 
tions of the laws of man and God. | 
The people who existed in the wild 
reaches of the never-ending grass 
country were their own law unto 
themselves. To them, as it still re- 
mains with folk of this type, the 
game and fish were put there for 
them. It never occurred to them 
that everyone owns the game and 
fish, and that when they broke the 
law, which was made for all, they 
stole from all of us. These back- 
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1g u.4n themselves, 
gave Homer a bad time indeed, but 
he kept doggedly at it, becoming 
tough and hard and lean. He’s still 
tough and lean—and tall. Six foot 
four or more, and burned as a 
Seminole. 

In the meantime he was learning 
about south Florida. He knew where 
the egrets nested; how the roseate 
spoonbills fed their young; where 
the wood ibises moved. He knew 
every crocodile in the area, and 
their wallows and nests. He made 
wonderful pictures of all this swarm- 
ing life. He was bitten four times 
by poisonous snakes, once, oddly 
enough, under water. A_ cotton- 
mouth nipped his ankle while he 
was wading. 

The extent of Rhode’s fishing was 
fabulous. Not content with the hand- 
line-sinker-brass wire leader- big 
hook- crawfish-tail routine of those 
days, he tried his Pennsylvania 
tackle on the strong warriors of the 
salt waters. He was certainly one 
of the first in the world to take a 
bonefish on artificial bait. He took 
thousands of snook on an old fly 
rod. This feat, along with many 
others he accomplished, was un- 
heard of in those days. He broke a 
lot of rules, established a lot of new 
ones, and discovered a lot of perfect 
light-tackle water. 

It was comparatively easy to catch 
a mess of fish in those days, because 
there were so many. Even the man- 
grove snapper was a little less cau- 
tious than he is now. Now, when a 
cast is made into a snapper hole, 
immediate action takes place. One 
fish is caught—and that’s it. But in 
those days perhaps 10 could be taken 
from a hole before the school got 
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up. But even in those days 
off-times; off-times dur- 
ich Rhode’s unusual skill 
plished nothing. The usual 
didn’t bring strikes, and that 
2 challenge that Homer couldn’t 
| egan to experiment with 


One of his first experiments was 
with flies. Using hackle that was 
naturally curved and of top quality, 
he made the long, divided-wing 
streamer so popular today. It has 
two long hackle feathers extending 
back from the hook for about four 


inches. These hackle feathers are 


mounted so that they curve out- 
ward from the body. With a twitch 
and rest retrieve, Rhode made these 
two feathers behave like nothing 
artificial a fish had ever seen. They 
looked like the kicking hindlegs of 
a frog. The fish loved them. Rhode’s 
capable hands manipulated his rod 


and line so that snook would smash 
his fly viciously even when they 
didn’t really want it. Bass, and snap- 
per, and most other fish took it too. 


Pleased with his success at fly 
improvement, Homer turned his 
hand to plugs. He carved these with 
a pocketknife while waiting for some 
game violator to show himself. He 
would wait patiently under a crab- 
wood bush or gumaliby tree for 
hours, and all the time his jack 
knife was busy. Some of his cre- 
ations were more than weird. Oth- 
ers had no action whatever in the 
water. Some seemed to scare the 
daylights out of fish. The failures 
were thrown away, but their fail- 
ure didn’t stop Rhode. He kept on 
whittling. 

One day, while lying under a sea- 
grape bush, idly watching the water 
surface, Homer noticed snappers 


(Continued on Page 34) 
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DADE COUNTY 


Everything fer the fisherman at 
ROSENE’S BAIT AND TACKLE STORE 
6757 S.W. 8th St., Miami. Phone 87-9611. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY 


BAY CITY LODGE, Hunting and Fishing. Boats, 


motors, cabins, guides, bait and tackle. Dining- 
room service. Contact Jimmy Waddell, Box 172, 
Apalachicola, Fla., Phone 320 W. 


GULF COUNTY 


GEORGE H. HARPER GROCERY, near Lake 


Wimico, famous for game & fish. Bait, boats & 
guides who produce, fresh or salt water. Write 


Wewahitchka, Fla., Ph. Port St. Joe: Canal 9103 J. 


GULF HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO. Complete 

Fishing and Hunting Supplies. Mercury Out- 
board Motors Sales & Service. Fishing Informa- 
tion. Phone 2, Port St. Joe, Fla. 


GADSDEN COUNTY 


HAMN’S FISH CAMP on Lake Talquin. Cabins, 
boats and motors, information about fish and 
fishing. Gilbert Hamn, Rte. 3. Quincy. Fla. 


LEON COUNTY 
MOON’S LANDING, LAKE JACKSON. Light dry 


boats, Bait, Motors and Tackle. 74 miles North 
of Tallahassee. Phone 2-7872. 





GEORGE’S FISH CAMP 


For The Finest in Salt Water 
Fishing. Near Honeymoon Island. 
15 Ft. Dry Cypress Boats. Aili With Live Wells. 


LIVE SHRIMP AT ALL TIMES 


Bayshore Drive—Ozona, Fla. 













THE SILVER KINGS ARE 
RUNNING IN PINELLAS 


A Special Invitation to You from 


H. L. McCURDY LUMBER CO. 


Douglas Avenue — Dunedin, Florida 


Descouer “famous 


Enjoy Deep Sea Fishing Aboard The 
SEA FEVER 


Largest Party Beat in the State 


Every Convenience 
Trips Daily—Weather Permitting 


Municipal Pier—End of Causeway 
CLEARWATER, FLORIDA 








LAKE TSALA APOPKA 


FINE FISHING * 


HERNANDO, FLORIDA 
CITRUS COUNTY 


GOOD LIVING 


The following merchants and camp owners will serve you: 


ROE’S FISHING COTTAGES 
New — Modern — DeLuxe 
All Electric Kitchens 


OGLE’S CAMP 
Cabins — Boats 


HICKORY LODGE 
Cabins — Boats —- Motors 


LAKESIDE SUPER-MARKET 
Meats — Groceries 


Kodak Films —- Magazines 


ROBERT’S CAFE 
Excellent Meals 


ACME HARDWARE COMPANY 


Fishing Tackle 
Fishing Licenses 


SHEFFIELD’S GROCERY & SERVICE STATION 
Standard Oil Products — Groceries 


MILEY’S GULF SERVICE 
24-Hour Service 
Road Service Garage 
HILL’S GRILL 
Fine Food 


JAMES TEESLINK 
Real Estate 


HICKORY BAR-B-Q DRIVE-IN 


Excellent Food 


HERKOMER’S CAMP 
Modern Cabins — On the Lake 


SUTTON’S LODGE 
Modern Cabins — Boats — Bait 


ARCHER’S COTTAGES 

Cabins — Boats — Motors 
PARADISE COTTAGES 

Modern Cabins — Boats — Motors 


TOMBERLIN’S LAKESIDE COTTAGES 
Modern Cottages — Boats — Motors 
Gas and Electric Kitchens 


ON HIGHWAY 41 AND 200 
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WE CAN PUT IT OF 





The high cost of living has finally got Florida Wildlife. 
It now has become absolutely necessary—because of in- 
creased cost of labor and material—to raise the subscription 
rate of Florida Wildlife to $2.00 per year, for all new sub- 


scriptions and renewals received after July 1. 


BUT.. 


For all new subscriptions or renewals—and even extensions 





of present unexpired subscriptions—received by Florida 


Wildlife before the July 1 deadline, the old rate of $1.00 





per year will be in effect. 


So, send in your renewal, extension or new subscriptions 
for your friends, now and enjoy 12 big issues of this great 
outdoors publication for the below-cost price of only $1.00. 
Fill out the handy order card and drop it in the mail. It 


requires no addressing or postage. 
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F THERE is one town in these United States which 

literally was built by fishermen, that town is St. 
... Petersburg. For the Sunshine City’s first tourists 
came to fish. At that time, the ’80s and 90s, fish were 
so plentiful men walked into the waters of the bay and 
Gulf and kicked them ashore, while their women 
gathered them up in their aprons and took them home 
to roast over the coals of an open fire, or made huge 
kettles of chowder. 

The first fishermen came in sloops and schooners 
when Pinellas Peninsula was inhabited only by wild 
game. Setting up their fishing “ranches” they salted 
their catch for sale to the occasional coastal schooners 
which stopped at Pinellas for fresh water, and to pick 
up the stocks of salted fish for resale. 

These early fishermen left their imprint on the 
peninsula at Maximo Point, Bunce’s Pass and John’s 
Pass, the latter named for John Lavich, who started 
a settlement near the present Bay Pines Hospital 
which later obtained the first post office on the lower 
peninsula. 

Lavich’s “Pass” was not there when John first built 
his “turtle crawl” and fish ranch, but the 1948 hur- 
ricane made him a present of a convenient opening 
through the keys for his fishing jaunts out into the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

In 1888 the infant town of St. Petersburg began. 
At first the few Northern settlers: could grow only 
citrus fruits, pineapples and sweet potatoes, for they 
had to “unlearn” their life-time habits of agriculture 
and do things “cracker-fashion” before they were able 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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te | ‘These old slickes prove that fishing was good in the early days. The Tarpon Roundup 
gives evidence that there's still good fishing today. 




















A view of some of the slips at the site of the new Clearwater Marina which will be completed around September 


A string of 34 speckled perch caught at 
Lake Tarpon near Tarpon Springs. 
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LEARWATER (and Clearwater Beach) for years 
has been one of the popular winter resorts of 
the Florida West Coast and is rapidly becoming 

a favorite summer resort. 


Located on the highest coastal elevation in the state, 
Clearwater has been blessed with an abundance of 
natural attractions, including one of Florida’s finest 
white sand beaches. There is splendid salt water fish- 
ing in the Bay and Gulf, and fresh water fishing in 
the lakes nearby which abound in all types of fresh 
water fish, especially largemouth bass. 


Yachting, and boating of every description, has be- 
come a favorite recreation the year around. To in- 
crease the facilities for this sport, a large Marina and 
Yacht Basin has just been completed. 

The municipally operated Clearwater Marina, which 
should be formally opened around Labor Day, 1952, 
is a part of a total project that includes a pier ex- 
tending into the Gulf at the end of Causeway Blvd. 
practically adjoining the Marina location. It is also 
anticipated that the pier will be officially opened at 
the same time. 


The Marina building is to house on the ground floor 
a super-market, gift shop, snack bar, information bu- 
reau, photo shop, and barber shop. On the second 
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A Clearwater family’s daily catch of kingfish. 


floor will be located a restaurant and observation 
deck overlooking the waters of the yacht basin. The 
Harbormaster headquarters will be located on the 
third elevation of the structure. The combined cost 
of the Marina and pier will be approximately $365,000. 

The new Marina has well over a hundred slips, 
some of which will accommodate boats up to 75 feet 
in length. 


Besides being included in the Tarpon Roundup along 
with neighboring cities of Pinellas County, Clearwater 
also conducts the Clearwater Fishing Tournament, 
sponsored by the Exchange Club. 


This tournament, operated from May 15 through 
July 31, offers weekly, monthly, and grand prizes 
totaling approximately $8,000. Fish categories include: 
trout, channel bass (red fish), snook, grouper, mack- 
erel, sheepshead, drum, kingfish, snapper, and whiting. 
Only fish caught on handline, pole, or rod and reel 
are eligible; there are designated boundaries, and 
certain rules to be followed. 

With the completion of the new Marina and Yacht 
Basin, and a planned year around recreation and 
sports program, Clearwater is definitely looking for- 
ward to a future of ever-increasing resort business 
and a steady growth in permanent population. END. 
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cated, for the average fisherman who 
finds only a day now and then to 
pursue his favorite pastime is defi- 
nitely something new. 

The theory concerning brush piles 
is, first of all, that they provide cover 
for small fish and shrimp. Conse- 
quently, it is only natural that the 
piles become the favorite feeding 
places of fighting black bass, as well 
as hungry bream and crappie. This 
situation adds up to a veritable 
heaven for the week-end bass and 
pan fish enthusiast. 

This new innovation for fisher- 
men is being provided at extremely 
low cost to the State Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission. All 
of the brush used in the piles is 
being eagerly donated by property 
owners who have a deep interest in 
the project. The brush is being cut, 
loaded on a barge, and eventually 
placed “on location” by the Commis- 
sion’s wildlife officers. Cypress for 
the pilings, also donated, is being 
stripped and prepared by the 
officers. 

George H. Hodges, president of 
the Duval Engineering and Con- 
tracting Company, of Jacksonville, 
has loaned much of the equipment 
necessary in the brush pile construc- 
tion. This includes a huge barge, for 
the transportation to the location, 
and a jet pump, that is used in sink- 
ing the cypress pilings which keep 
the brush from disintegrating and 
scattering. 


On the day the first brush pile 
was constructed, the Northeast Di- 
vision office was deluged with tele- 
phone calls from fishing camps along 
the St. Johns River and its tribu- 
taries. The owners pleaded for 
brush to be placed near their camps. 

“This will be the greatest boost 
to fresh water fishing we have ever 
had in Duval. county,” one of the 
owners predicted. 

The Commission’s primary aim in 
underwriting the brush pile opera- 
tion lies in the benefit the project 
will provide for the average fisher- 
man. Already, it has been predicted 
that the contemplated 300 brush 
piles likely will attract an average 
visitation of 3000 anglers on Sun- 
days alone! 

The piles are open to the public 
without charge. Attractive signs are 
being placed at each pile inviting 
the public fisherman to drop his line 





in the water and enjoy Florida’s fa- 
mous fishing. 


Although no deadline has been 
set for the completion of the proj- 
ect, wildlife officers will continue 
the work, day by day, until a total 
of 300 new “fishing holes” have been 
provided for the convenience of 
modern-day Izaak Waltonians. 


One thing is certain the project 
hasn’t been tackled in a haphazard 
manner. Blueprints, prepared far in 
advance, point out the definite loca- 
tion of each brush pile to be placed 
in Julington Creek, McGirts Creek, 
Goodbys Lake, Mill Creek, and the 
St. Johns River proper. Others even- 
tually will be placed in the Ortega 
River and Six Mile Creek in St. 
Johns county. 


The enthusiastic reception of this 
plan in Duval county indicates that 
its extension to include the waters 
of other tributaries in St. Johns and 
Clay counties also would be popu- 
larly received. 


Commission Chairman Cecil M. 
Webb, who watched the construc- 
tion of the first Duval county brush 
pile, declared: 


“This constitutes one of the finest 
things ever attempted for the con- 
venience of Florida sports fisher- 
men. I am so impressed with the pos- 
sibilities of the idea that we will 
soon inaugurate the same plan in the 
END. 


entire state.” 
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in the smooth surface, racing away 
from the swirl. 

Ten yards raced the bulge in the 
water, and then exploded in a welter 
of foam, and in the midst of the 
foam was the black bulk of the bass, 
broad and thick as a country ham, 
red gills flaring back of a mouth as 
big as a bucket. He stood there on 
his tail, shaking madly, and it seem- 
ed ages before he crashed back into 
the water and sped away on another 
run. 

Red’s face was pale beneath the 
ruddy thatch of his hair, and I was 
shouting advice. 

“Let him run, give him line!” 

The rod was curved in a vibrating 
half-circle, and the line sang tautly 

| as it sliced through the water. Red 
was holding the fish from the tangle 
of grass, and the line hissed toward 
the deeper water of the pool. There 
the big bass leaped hugely again, 
shaking so stubbornly the tackle 
seemed doomed, but the plug was 
still in the big mouth as the fish 
fell back with a resounding splash. 

Red was getting back a few feet 
of the nylon working the fish toward 
the boat, when it suddenly went 
slack. A reassuring twitch showed 
there was still life in it. 

“Running this way,’ Red _ said 
anxiously. 

We saw the dark shadow pass be- 
neath the boat, and a sudden rattle 
of the stringer told us the line was 
fouled. Red groaned. 

“Lift the stringer,” he entreated 
Ernest, who was already trying to 
do so and at the same time wield 
a paddle to keep the boat out from 
the grass. Fortunately the line came 
free. 

Slowly the great bass tired, and 
his runs became short and erratic. 
He swung close to the gunwale, and 
I reached for him with the landing 
net. He shot away, but not before 
I noted that the net hadn’t been 
made for a fish this size. 

Then he was back within reach 
again, and for a moment he was 
half in and half out of the net, and 
then I lifted and the weight of the 
fish was in it. He laid there in the 
bottom of the boat motionless and 
exhausted. 

Red reached into his tackle box 
with a shaking hand, and took out 
his scales. 


“Biggest bass I ever caught, I be- 
| lieve,” he said as he hefted the fish. 
| As the weight hit the little scales 
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the pointer dropped suddenly, down 
past ten, past eleven, past twelve— 
12% pounds. 

Back in Ocala, we went around 
to the Fire Department where they 
had a pair of balance scales, and Ed 
Abney, the Assistant Chief, weighed 
Red’s bass again. 

Twelve pounds, two and one- 
fourth ounces—a lot of black bass 
in one hunk! This was Red’s biggest | 
moment. END. | 
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WANTED: Couple interested in rearing 
birds and caring for wild fowl.—Davis & 
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HEY, KIDS! LOOK... 


We have a surprise for you. FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE is planning to re- 
serve at least two pages each month 
just for you. 


On these pages you will find many 
interesting stories about fishing and 
hunting trips that have been sent in 
by boys and girls from all parts of 
Florida, and other states. Also there 
will be pictures of prize catches by 
proud young anglers and of game 
bagged by young sharpshooters. 


No grown-ups allowed . . . this 
space is all yours. All Kids are in- 
vited to send in their pictures and 


“tall tales” of successful battles with 
big bass, large catches of other game 
fish, and hunting escapades. 

Youth clubs are invited to use 
these pages to announce their plans 
for interesting future club events 
or to describe trips and projects that 
have been carried out. 


And for those unlucky “City 
Kids,” and others who never have 
been fishing or hunting, we have 
found an old Florida Cracker, 
“Tnele Rufus,” who is going to 
teach you some of the fundamentals 
of these sports. 
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A. F. RICH COMPANY 
CONTRACTORS 
216 E. Pershing Street 


TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 


Good Luek? 


Stas 





Phone 2-4473 


This old Cracker has been hunt- 
ing and fishing for years and years. 
He knows the best places to go, the 
best kind of bait, where the different 
fish like to feed . . . and he knows 
how to catch them. He is an expert 
shot and can teach you many tricks 
to help you in the fields and forests. 

In fact, it was Uncle Rufus who 
first asked us to print a special col- 
umn for you youngsters in FLOR- 
IDA WILDWIFE. He was so in- 
terested in helping you that we had 
little trouble in getting him to take 
charge of this column. 

We first met Uncle Rufus on a 
fishing trip to an isolated little pond 
not far from Tallahassee a few weeks 
ago. He had caught his limit of big 
fat bream and was preparing to leave 
as we reached the pond. 


When we mentioned FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE, he set down his equip- 
ment and began a long and interest- 
ing talk on the value of Junior Con- 
servation Clubs in Florida. He said 
he thought all kids should be given 
a chance to learn the right way to 
fish and hunt and how to conserve 
the supply of game and fish. 

It was his opinion that FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE would be doing all 
youngsters a favor by running a 
column of this kind every month. 


We have talked with Uncle Rufus 
several times since that first meet- 
ing, and he has agreed to start a 
column for you Kids in the July 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE. Send him 
your stories, pictures, and questions. 


We're sure that you'll like him. 





Editor’s note: All letters should be 
addressed to: 


“Uncle Rufus” 
c/o Florida Wildlife 
Tallahassee, Florida 


As many stories and pictures will 
be used as space permits. Short 
stories will have a better chance of 
appearing in the column than longer 
ones. Photograph will be returned 
only if so requested by the con- 
tributor. 


SMITH’S BOAT DOCK 
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BY PHIL FRANCIS 







Eat Your Fish---And Have ‘Em Too 


During the past year or so, spinning 
has gained an enormous reputation as 
a salt water fishing method in parts of 
Florida. This reputation is well earned, 
for salt water spin casters have piled 
up a sensational record. Spinning’s great 
success in salt water, however, should 
not be allowed to overshadow its capa- 
bilities as a bass fishing method. The 
largemouth bass and spinning tackle 
were made for each other. 

With the possible exception of fish- 
ing in heavy grass and in snag filled 
waters, spinning tackle will do every- 
thing with bass that casting tackle will 
do ...and do it better. 

As far as handling lures goes, spin- 
ning is more than a match for bait cast- 
ing. All bass size bait casting plugs, 
spoons, and wigglers may be cast just 
as accurately and worked just as ef- 
fectively with spinning gear. Casting 
tackle, on the other hand, will not 
handle most of the spinning lures 
weighing less than 1/4 ounce. These 
miniature lures frequently entice bass 
when they will not look at full size 
plugs. 

Lots of confirmed bait casters have 
the mistaken idea that spin casting is 
not accurate enough for bass fishing. 
They say that you can’t stop the lure 
where you want it by thumbing the 
reel, and they also say that spinning 
rods will not send the lure in a direct 
line to the target. In answer, first let 
me say that there are a great number 
of bait casters who can’t even thumb 
their casting reels properly or cast 
straight with their casting rods. Most 
beginners have their accuracy troubles 
with bait casting tackle, so it is reason- 
able to expect spinning newcomers to 
have their troubles too. With experi- 
ence and practice the spin caster finds 
that he can place his lures right where 
he wants ’em ... just like the experi- 
enced bait caster. 

To get the kind of spinning accuracy 
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needed for bass fishing, you must first 
have suitable tackle. Long rods are out, 
for the longer the spinning rod, the 
more difficult it is to control the tra- 
jectory of the lure. Probably the best 
length spinning rod for bass is 6% 
feet, and it should be of hollow glass 
or bamboo construction. The line must 
be light in weight and of small diameter. 
I, personally, prefer monofilament ny- 
lon to braided lines, but many good 
spin casters like the braids. Five or six 
pound test is plenty heavy. The reel for 
accurate spinning should be designed 
so you can touch the front of the spool 
with the forefinger of your casting hand 
while holding the outfit in casting po- 
sition. With such a reel the flight of 
the lure during the cast may be in- 
stantly stopped by simply dropping your 
forefinger to the lip of the spool. With 
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a little practice this becomes as natural 
as thumbing a casting reel. 


Spinning for bass is so new in Florida 
that comparatively few special tech- 
niques have been developed as yet. The 
simplest way to spin for bass is to use 
ordinary plugging techniques with the 
miniature spinning editions of standard 
plugs. Such well known Florida bass 
lures as the Eger Stumpknocker and 
Plunker, the Creek Chub Darter and 
Pikie, and the Heddon River Runt and 
Lucky 13 are all available in spinning 
sizes these days. These spinning plugs 
weigh from 1/6 to 1/4 ounce and be- 
have exactly like their 1/2 to 3/4 ounce 
counterparts in the water. Bass seem 
to like them even better than the 
standard sizes. 

For fishing in weedy waters there is 





no better spinning lure than a plain 
pork chunk on a weedless hook. The 
inexpensive hook with the enclosed type 
of weed guard is best, and spinners or 
other added attractions are neither 
necessary nor advisable. Just hook on 
the pork chunk, set the weed guard 
against the hook barb, and youre all 
set. Such a rig may be cast into the 
thickest of weeds without danger of 
hanging up, yet when a bass clamps 
his jaws on the lure, he’s hooked. Pork 
chunks are available in frog, tadpole, 
and other shapes, and in various colors 
and color combinations. They weigh 
from 1/8 to 1/4 ounce .. . just right 
for spinning without the necessity of 
extra weight in the form of spoons, 
spinners, or sinkers. Bass will hit a 
small plain pork chunk on many oc- 
casions when they shy away from the 
flash of a spoon. Fish these lures very 
slowly through the grass, and work the 
rod tip slightly for added action. 

For relatively deep water with few 
weeds the regular salt water bucktails 
are hard to beat as spinning lures for 
bass. They sink fast, travel deep on a 
slow retrieve, and they’ll take a lot of 
fish which other lures pass over. Few 
bass have seen salt water bucktails, and 


‘these lures should prove very effective 


in hard fished waters where the bass 
seem to know all the answers. 

Bass are loads of fun on lightweight 
spinning tackle. They seem to pull 
harder, jump higher, and fight longer 
than they do against either the fly or 
bait casting rods. This alone, is enough 
to make spinning for bass worthwhile, 
but there are other compensations, too. 
In ultra clear water, monofilament spin- 
ning line gives lures a detached ap- 
pearance of “no-strings-attached,” thus 
fooling fish which casting or fly lines 
would frighten. Even in water of aver- 
age clarity bass can see casting or fly 
lines, and if they happen to be in a 
suspicious mood they’re not likely to 
strike. But the long casts with small 
lures on invisible lines made possible 
by spinning will nearly always get ’em. 

END. 
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TAXATION WITH REPRESENTATION 


BY FRED W. JONES 


Americans are prone to resent taxation 
without representation, that has been dem- 
onstrated time and time again throughout 
our history. However, recent history would 
seem to indicate that once we have won our 
point, we are quite apt to lose interest in 
the matter. 

Take, for instance, the hunters of Flor- 
ida. The sportsmen of this state helped to 
create the State Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission—a body that sets the 
rules and regulations for hunting and fish- 
ing, and a body which represents the in- 
terests of the sportsmen. 

The Commission at the present time, sets 
meetings at definite times and sets up 
agenda for those meetings so that every 
interested person may appear and be heard. 
During recent months there has been a 
very definite and earnest effort on the 
part of the Commission to see that every- 
one is informed of the time and _ subject 
of such meetings. 

Yet, it appears to this writer that, having 
won the right of representation (the sports- 
men pay the “taxes” which support the 
Commission) the sportsmen now lack the 
interest to attend the meetings as_ they 
should, 

Of course, down through the years there 
have been “sportsmen” at all meetings and 
they have been heard. That continues to 
be the case but the ones who appear are, 
on the average, largely made up of the 
“radicals” among the group. 

In other words, it appears to us that 
the people who come and who make the 
most noise are those that have selfish in- 
terests at heart, and those who ordinarily 
are in the minority. 
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Our opinion in this matter has been 
borne out many times by comments from 
representatives of the press, and by com- 
ments made by the members of the Com- 
mission. It is undoubtedly true that the 
average hunter either can not, or will not, 
take the time and make the effort to at- 
tend the meetings. Usually the average 
hunter is pretty well satisfied with the 
actions of the commissioners and the em- 
ployees of the commission. The average 
hunter, therefore, feels that there is little 
reason for him to spend his time and 
money to travel all the way to Tallahassee. 

And, perhaps he is right. The danger 


though, lies in the fact that it is always 
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“1 don’t know that I’d even come in for 
treatment had | known that’s what doctors 
give for snake-bite!”’ 


possible for the “radical” minority to exert 
so much influence at a meeting so as to 
cause rules and regulations to be adopted 
which would not be acceptable to the 
majority. 


We, therefore, would like to point out 
the fact that every licensed (or unlicensed, 
for that matter) hunter in the state has 
the right, and the DUTY, to attend a 
meeting that will concern itself with hunt- 
ing rules and regulations for the coming 
season. As many of the hunters as is possi- 
ble should inform themselves as fully as 
possible as to conditions and the desires 
of their neighbors and friends and then 
attend the meetings, if only to see that 
a “radical” minority does not exert undue 
influence. 


We, for instance, know now that the 
Commission will meet on the fourth of 
August for the specific purpose of setting 
the rules and regulations for this coming 
season. It will meet at that time for it is 
a set rule that the Commission meet on 
the first Monday of every second month, 
and on that date the agenda has already 
been set up to include such rules and 
regulations. 


Therefore, all Florida hunters should now 
be thinking of and considering any changes 
that they think should be made. And they 
should be planning to attend so that they 
may defend those ideas. 


At the meeting the sportsmen may be 
heard. So, too, will the biologists and other 
professional game management men. So, 
too, will the administrators of the various 
Divisions. In fact, at this meeting, anyone 
interested in any way in the rules and 
regulations for the coming season can, and 


will be, heard. 


The sportsmen pay the bill. The Com- 
mission thinks that its “taxpayers” should 
have representation. If the sportsmen want 
that representation they can have it. It’s 
just up to them. They fought for the 
right. Now they CAN take advantage of 
it! END. 





RETRIEVERS 


Trained for Hunting and Field Trials. 
Force Retrieving for Bird Dogs. 


We Use Live Birds in 
All Training. 







Inquiries 
Welcomed. 


HURRICANE ACRES 
RETRIEVER KENNELS 
P. O. Box 365 Orlando, Fla. 
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EELBECK is the only Water-ground 
Meal Actually Ground by Water Power 


and sold throughout the State of Florida. 





IT’S SARASOTA FOR TARPON 
IT’S 
SHEPARD 


Lumber Company 
For BUILDING MATERIALS 


P. O. Box 469 Phone 2858 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 


«KATHERINE P. SHEPARD 
W. G. SHEPARD 
Owners 





Every Sportsman 


Should Read It! 
“ELORIDA’S 
SEMINOLE INDIANS” 


* 


Written in thrilling language your 
‘teen-age youngster will understand. 
Eighty-one pages packed with the 
authentic history surrounding Florida’s 
Seminole Indians. 

This is the first book ever published to 
cover in simple language every aspect 
of the life of an Indian tribe. 

This book written by Dr. Wilfred T. 
Neill after 4 years of intensive study 
and research in the heart of the mys- 
terious Everglades. 

Twenty-five full page photos and other 
illustrations. Covering Seminole history, 
customs, beliefs, language, methods of 
livelihood, etc. 


* 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 
$2.00 POSTPAID. 

Fill Out Coupon Now and Mail to: 
ROSS ALLEN’S 
REPTILE INSTITUTE 
SILVER SPRINGS, FLORIDA 




























Please send my copy of ‘’Florida’s Sem- 
inole Indians.” 


| enclose $2.00 
Check.... Money Order.... 





Cash. ¢ 
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biologist’s statements 
have basis in fact is proved by the 
results of the first three days of 
seining in Lakes Harris and Eustis. 
On April 10, opening day of the 
program, seines operated by five 5- 
man crews, supervised by seven 


That the 


trained biologists, removed over 
18,000 pounds of fish from the lakes. 
A total of 7,653 pounds of rough- 
fish, such as gars, suckers and giz- 
zard shad, was taken and destroyed 
by the seining crews. A total of 1,505 
pounds of catfish was removed and 
sold to fish markets. Bream and 
crappie totaling 9,139 pounds, ap- 
proximately 19,000 head of panfish, 
were processed through the pack- 
ing stations. 

By comparison, out of the 18,297 
pounds of fish taken in the seines, 
only 633 pounds, approximately 251 
head of fish, were black bass, all of 
which were returned to the water 
for future sport fishing. 

The bream and crappie were ac- 
companied by a supervisor to the 
processing station, where the fish 
were inspected and tagged before 
being turned over to licensed fish 
dealers for sale in markets through- 
out Florida and other states. The 
tags, carrying the message, “Saleable 
Fresh Water Fish Legally Taken 
From Managed Florida Waters,” are 
made of metal, and are attached to 
the gill cover of each panfish. The 
tags are constructed so that they 
cannot be re-used, since they de- 
stroy themselves when reopened. 

Purpose of tagging each bream or 
crappie is to prevent illegally taken 
fish from being sold. Law enforce- 
ment officers know that any tagged 
fish that they find in a market has 
been legally taken and processed 
under strict supervision. All bream 
and crappie which do not carry tags, 
and which may be offered for sale 
in public markets, are automatic evi- 
dence of illegal fishing operations. 
This severely restricts the illegal ac- 
tions of any fish “bootleggers.” 

The next day, these same tagged 
bream and crappie were being sold 
in fresh-water fish markets in Flor- 
ida and Georgia in the retail price 
range of 60¢ per pound. 

At the same time, the seining 
crews went into operation again, 
and removed 18,120 pounds of bream 
and crappie, and 2,012 pounds of 
catfish. They also destroyed 9,046 
pounds of roughfish, and returned 


791 pounds of black bass to the 
water. 

On the third day of seining, the 
crews were faced with bad weather 
conditions, but the results were still 
impressive. A total of 3,126 pounds 
of roughfish was destroyed, while 
808 pounds of catfish and 10,123 
pounds of bream and crappie were 
sent to market. Meanwhile, only 533 
pounds of bass showed up in the 
seines, and all of the 335 large- 
mouths were put back into the water. 

These results indicate that Lakes 
Harris and Eustis were so overbal- 
anced with bream, crappie, catfish 
and roughfish that the famous Flor- 
ida largemouth black bass were 
definitely in the minority. 

Since the major objective of the 
seining is the improvement of sport 
fishing, especially bass fishing, the 
State’s biologists are doing consid- 
erable research and investigation of 
the fish, their habitats, and the fish- 
ing conditions in the lakes. To do 
this, the fish management techni- 
cians are recording data on all fish 
taken by the haul seines, and these 
statistics will be used to determine 
the effects of the program. 

In inaugurating the controlled 
seining program, the Commission 
reserved the right to halt seining at 
any time that the biologists find ad- 
visable. 


EVEN WHILE THE CONTROLLED 
SEINING IS IN PROGRESS, THE SPORT 
FISHERMEN ARE NOT BEING OVER- 
LOOKED. ANY SPORT FISHERMEN 
FISHING IN THE LAKES WHICH ARE 
UNDER THE SEINING PROGRAM ARE 
ALLOWED TO TAKE AS MANY FISH 
AS THEY WISH BY ROD AND REEL 
OR CANE POLE. ALL EXCESS FISH 
OVER THE BAG LIMITS MUST BE 
CHECKED THROUGH AN OFFICIAL 
PROCESSING STATION BY THE SPORT 
FISHERMEN, HOWEVER, IN ORDER 
TO HAVE THE EXCESS BREAM AND 
CRAPPIE INSPECTED AND TAGGED. 


Since Florida is the first state in 
North America to adopt such a con- 
trolled seining program, the results 
of the experiment will be watched 
with interest by sportsmen and fish 
management specialists all over the 
country. It should be remembered 
too that the six lakes to be used 
for the experiment are infinitesimal 
in a state that boasts 30,000 named 
lakes. 

The principle at stake in this 
three-year experimental program for 
Lakes Harris, Eustis, Reedy, George, 
Crescent and Okeechobee, is the one 
the cattleman uses when he puts 
only a certain number of cattle on an 
acre of pasture. When the number 
of cattle is in correct balance with 
the amount of pasturage available, 
the stockman knows that he will 

(Turn Page) 
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have finer beef for market and 
profit. He also knows that if he in- 
creased the number of cattle, with- 
out improving the pasturage, he 
would get poorer and more stunted 
beef cattle, resulting in less profit. 

This is the basis of the fish man- 
agement program that is now in 
effect in Florida. “Weed out” the 
roughfish, thin out the panfish so 
that the remainder will have ample 
“pasturage,” and harvest the surplus 
stocks for human food. 

So, Florida fish are like a field 
of corn, or a herd of cattle, and 
the State is trying to manage 
them according to proven scientific 
principles. END 








“| don’t care if we catch anything or not. 
1 don’t even care if mine goes back to her 
mother.” 





FOR EXCELLENT FISHING 
VISIT 
LAKE LOCHLOOSA 
We Have 
CABINS * BOATS * MOTORS 


TYSON’S 
FISHING CAMP 


LOCHLOOSA, FLORIDA 
Highway 301 
FISH MORE—LIVE LONGER 










LIVE RATTLESNAKES 
WANTED! 





Good Prices Paid ® Write for Details 


ROSS ALLEN’S REPTILE INSTITUTE 
Silver Springs, Florida 


FINE FAMILY RESORT 


LAKE GRIFFIN 


SAND BEACH 


SWIMMING ©® FISHING ® 
MOTORS 


BOATS 


TWIN PALMS RESORT 


P. O. Box 34 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


A Place the Family Will Enjoy! 
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AREA TO BE DEVELOPED 


As early as 1946 plans were formu- 
lated to develop Alexander Springs 
into an excellent recreational facility 
but keeping it largely in its natural 
beauty. Approximately four hundred 
acres are included in this project, 
with a total of four thousand acres 
along the creek to be preserved as is. 

W. H. Reinsmith, of Atlanta, Re- 
gional Planner of the U. S. Forest 
Service, has completed a _ recrea- 


tional development plan which will . 


take at least five years to finish. 
Federal, state, and county authori- 
ties have definitely set a policy to 
provide for the maintenance of this 
scenic area in its natural state, sup- 
plementing it with proper facilities 
for boating, bathing, fishing, hiking, 
picnicking, bridle trails, etc., but pro- 
viding that it is never to be blatantly 
commercialized. 


The federal plan for development 
of the park area is in line with its 
policy in other national parks, and 
provides for the construction of ade- 
quate parking, trailer sites, cabins, 
and necessary food concessions to 
be financed and developed, under 
careful supervision, by private capi- 
tal through leases of areas within 
the park. 


Tentative plans call for the con- 
struction of a concrete walkway 
around the rim of the pool, bath- 
house, sawdust trails, and the clear- 
ing of underbrush and filling in of 
swampy areas in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the pool for daytime use. 

The development of Alexander 
Springs is to be a cooperative pro- 
gram including the U. S. Forest 
Service, the Florida Forest Service, 
the Florida Park Service, the State 
Road Department, and the Lake 
County Board of Commissioners. 
Through this plan there will be no 
need for a large cash outlay, but it 










will be necessary to provide ap- 
proximately $2,000 a year for care- 
taking and other incidental ex- 
penses. This is to be secured by the 
Alexander Springs Association, a 
recently formed non-profit organi- 
zation of interested Lake County 
citizens, through membership fees, 

The Lake County Board of Com- 
missioners will participate in this 
project by furnishing the use of 
county labor and equipment, coop- 
erating with the State Road Depart- 
ment in developing roads in this 
area, and adequate markings. 

The Florida Board of Forestry 
will provide expert advice, natural- 
ist personnel, and assist in park 
supervision. 

The first steps of clearing of un- 
derbrush and road improvement 
were started early in May. This ex- 
tensive development promises to be 
a great boon to Lake County and 
central Florida, and should afford 
wildlife lovers easier access to one 
of this country’s great beauty spots. 

Long after this plan is completed 
and this scenic nook has become a 
playground for hundreds of daily 
visitors, I will remember my first 
sight of this hidden treasurehouse 
of Nature’s wonders. I will never 
forget the complete serenity, the 
utter solitude I enjoyed ... the un- 
blemished views through clear water 
of hundreds of minnows and small 
fish .. . and finally, as a special part- 
ing gift from Mother Nature, a close- 
up of a startled doe and her fawn, 
as they crossed my path and bound- 
ed into the forest. END. 


FISHING AND HUNTING | 
REASONABLE RATES 


‘Te OASIS 
PE 


MODERN CABINS 


FURNISHED COMPLETE 


Hot and Cold Running Water 
Innerspring Mattresses 
24 BOATS ® MOTORS @ GUIDES 
AND LIVE BAIT AT ALL TIMES 
For Reservations Write 
THE OASIS, R. D. 1, Lake Wales, Fla. 
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esa Fishing Licenses 





- PRINT OR So oe 
TYPE NAME wee : 

FIRST MIDDLE OR MAIDEN LAST . 
STREET AND | 

NUMBER 





CITY OR © 

POSTOFFICE 

I hereby certify that the above informat 
correct and sgree to a check of es cade we 
any time by any authorized agent of the Game 

| and Fresh Water Fish Commission. (S‘gnature) 


— 


Resident and non-resident anglers who purchase 
1952-1953 Florida fishing licenses will note a pleasing 
revision in the size of the new certificates in com- 
parison with those issued the past year. 

The new permits have been streamlined for the con- 
venience of the fishermen, and are designed to fit 
easily into the average billfold or cardholder. They 
are similar to State driver’s licenses now in use. 

In making this change, the Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission has made an advantageous improve- 
ment over the bulkier certificates now in use, an im- 
provement that is expected to receive unanimous ap- 
proval of the fishermen. 

The new licenses will go on sale June 15 and will 












To be Streamlined 


This certifies that the person whose signature and description appears 
hereon has certified under oath that the information given is correct, 
has paid the fee of $3.25 as required by Section 372.57, Florida Statutes 
1941, as amerided, and is duly authorized to take fresh water fish in 
the State of Florida at large, subject to restrictions and regulations 
provided by law and the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 


issued by... Judge... oe. County 


GAME AND FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION 


(aeons Yn tall 


ASK YOUR COUNTY JUDGE FOR A COMPLETE SUMMARY OF THE LAWS 
PERTAINING TO FRESH WATER FISHING IN FLORIDA 


THERE IS WEALTH IN WILDLIFE - CONSERVE IT — 


become effective July 1. 1951-1952 permits expire on 
June 30. As in the past, Series “A” licenses for resi- 
dent fishermen will cost $2.00; Series “B” (non-resi- 
dent), $10.50; Series “C” (non-resident 14-day per- 
mits), $3.25. 


The difference in conformity between the old and 
new certificates is mainly in width. The new form is 
less than half as wide, but is only a fraction of an 
inch longer. One fold is all that is necessary to enable 
its easy insertion into the average billfold. 


Above is an actual-size reproduction of the Series 
“C” license; the same measurements prevail in Series 
“A” and “B” forms. 





too. 


they had found down in Florida, and 
the next winter the friends came 


plants were started in the village 
to supply the fishhouses, two more 
of which were built by rival con- 
cerns when the first ice house went 





to produce the multitudinous crops 
of tropical fruits and vegetables for 
which the peninsula now is famous. 
But they could fish, and hunt, and 
the abundance of game in air and 
water and on land, made living so 
easy they failed to notice the lack 
of industry or the absence of readily 
available products of industry. 


It was an easy-going existence, in 
which every resident on the penin- 
sula was friend and neighbor to the 
other, and so was born that atmos- 
phere of hospitality and friendliness 
which today makes St. Petersburg 
famous throughout the land. 


As the city grew the railroad pier 
and docks along the waterfront 
sprouted a veritable forest of cane 
poles. Huge catches of trout, mack- 
erel, and sheepshead were made 
daily, and when fishermen took 
boats and went out into deeper 
waters they tired themselves in 
fighting the battlers of the deep. 

Anglers who came to stay a week 
remained the entire winter. And 
when they went North in the spring 
they told their friends about the spot 
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So spread the fame of St. Peters- 
burg. Fine fishing, coupled with 
ideal climate, and the typical friend- 
liness which even today character- 
izes St. Petersburg, brought thou- 
sands of visitors, many of whom be- 
came permanent residents of the 
town. 


In the early 90s Hibbs Fish House 
was built on the pier and fishermen 
no longer needed to make the run 
to Tampa to sell their catch. Ice 








“'The State has a new law this year; if you 
hook anyone you have to go set in the car 
and wait for me.” 


up. 

So fishing brought progress and 
industry to the village. Two hun- 
dred men were earning their living 
by fishing by the late nineties, and 
more than three million pounds of 
fish were sent from St. Petersburg 
waters to Savannah, Charleston, 
Mobile, Jacksonville, New York and 
Philadelphia. 

Soon sports fishermen heard of 
the marvelous catches to be had at 
a remote village on the west coast 
of Florida. They came, fished, and 
went home happy. 

By 1905 the first club for anglers 
and boatmen was formed by Capt. 
W. Budd and his friends, with a 
clubhouse at Pinellas Point. In 1907 
another fishing club, the Pinellas 
Boating and Fishing Club, was 
organized. 

Summer time was tarpon time— 
and it was after a particularly suc- 
cessful tarpon fishing season that 
the St. Petersburg Tarpon Club 
came into being on November 10, 
1907, at a meeting of anglers held 
at the home of Roy S. Hanna. The 
purpose of the club was “to en- 
courage the use of the rod and reel 
in fishing, promote social intercourse 

(Turn Page) 


3] 








among its members, aid in securing 

q the protection of game fishes, ele- 
HEY! vate the sport to the highest stand- 
ards, and to do all the things proper 


F ISHERMEN and necessary to attain these ob- 


; jects.” George E. Downey was the 
Here is the handiest gadget first president. 


ever devised for sculling a Th; 

is may, or may not have been 
agent takes the work out of the first conservation club in Flor- 
pacaring. ida, but it did much to insure that 


E-Z-SCULLER future generations of fishermen 


could enjoy their sport at St. Peters- 
burg. For the Tarpon Club set up 
Only S$ 3.00 measuring stations on a wide stretch 
of waterfront from Anclote Key to 
Longboat Key and established the 
ruling that no tarpon under four 


feet in length was eligible for a prize 
in its contests. 


Membership in the club was limit- 
ed to persons who had caught a 
tarpon in accordance with the club’s 
rules regarding lines, rods, and size 
of fish which might be kept. Offi- 
cers of the club were determined by 
the weight of fish caught during the 


V isit— 
y L RIVER season, the angler catching the heav- 
CR STA iest fish became president, the next 
Unparalleled heaviest vice-president, and so on 
d Salt W ater Fishing down the line. 
Fresh an During the first years of the club’s 


For Full Information Write to: existence, prizes were offered only 


‘ for tarpon catches. Later awards 
Chamber of Commerce of West Citrus County Saka Ede! Oh. memele UN MaRe cane 





At Your Sporting Goods Store 
or Write 


W. W. WALLACE 
P. O. BOX 390 
PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 




















Crystal River, Florida fish caught in the fresh and salt 
waters of the peninsula. Member- 
THE FOLLOWING MERCHANTS WILL GLADLY SERVE YOU: ship in the club climbed steadily 
Coburn Grocery—Meats Texaco Service Station—Texaco Products until it became one of the strongest 
R. O. Jones—Real Estate Builders Supply Co. organizations of anglers in the South. 
Hay’s Pure Service Station Dixon Hotel—The Fisherman’s Hotel—Member ‘ 
Sparkman—Department Store FSHA The early excursionists who came 
Hough Amoco Service Station—Fishing Tackle Aiken’s Motor Court . . 
and Supplies Barco & Daniels—Salt Water Fish and to fish, and later the tourists from 
Stop—N—Eat Restaurant Oysters the Northern and Eastern states, 
Sylvan Glen Motor Court—Member AAA Allen’s Dry Cleaner Shop 


who came, primarily for the same 
purpose, caused the building of 
many hotels and apartments to 
house them. So the city grew, for 
many of the anglers stayed and 
bought the houses and hotels, and 
more had to be built, along with 
furniture factories to fill them! 


Today the tiny fishing village of 


WELL STOCKED INLAND LAKES 
OR RIVERS FOR FRESH WATER 
ANGLERS! THE ATLANTIC OCEAN 
FOR OLD SALTS! 


VOLUSIA 
COUNTY 





CHARTER BOATS 
WURATHYON FLA 






TED AND JOHN’S FISHING CAMP INLET HARBOR FISHING CAMP 


Route 2, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. RFD 2, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Boats, Motors and Bait 8 Deep Sea Boats and River Fishing 
Boats, Bait and Tackle, Guides 


tr w 


PELICAN FISHING CAMP 
TURNBULL CASTLE LODGE 3216 S. Peninsular Drive 


P. O. Box 306, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. Daytona Beach, Fla., Ph. 2-3168 
Rooms, Apts., Boats, Metors and Bait Boats, Motors, Bait and Deep Sea Boat 


“Beat it, boy! You’re hurting big business!”’ 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE 





less than 300 has grown to a city 
of more than 100,000, with a fishing 
industry which runs well over $3,- 
500,000 each year. Now a budding 
shrimp industry threatens to up that 
sum considerably, but St. Peters- 
burg anglers go out in their row- 
boats or stand and sit on the bridges 
and wharves, and catch more fish 
than they can use just as in the old 
days when there were only a few 
hundred who fished. 

Around 1920 the Chamber of 
Commerce began sponsoring annual 
fishing contests, offering truly mag- 
nificent awards for the biggest and 
best fish caught. By 1940 the fish- 
ing tournament direction had _ be- 
come so complex and diversified, 
the work was turned over to the 
Jaycees, who changed the name of 
the tournament to the St. Peters- 
burg Tarpon Roundup. | 

Being a live organization, the Jay- 
cees sought and obtained national 
publicity for the Roundup, and with 
the years the tournament has grown 
until more than 20,000 people now 
take part in the yearly contest. 

Huge prize lists, including two 
new automobiles, awards of bonds 
and merchandise, attract anglers 
from many states, who come back 
year after year to catch bigger tar- 
pon with lighter tackle. 

Each year Jim Young, genial sec- 
retary of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, seeks some new wrinkle 
for the Roundup that will attract 
more fishermen. 

This year’s chairman of the con- 
test, George Knieriem, made a grand 
tour of the waterfront stations where 
tarpon may be weighed in to com- 
pete in the Roundup, just before the 
tourney started, and reported the 
silver kings in evidence throughout 
the area, which now extends through 
three counties. 

The Roundup usually runs from 
May 1 to July 15. However, some 
radical changes in its rules have 





SLAKMLY- 







“Said he had ‘fisherman’s luck,’ what- 
-ver that is.” 
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This Month’s Cover 


This beautiful painting of a Flor- 
ida fawn is the work of Eugene 
Shortridge of Sarasota. This is 
the first contribution by Short- 
ridge to FLORIDA WILDLIFE, 
and we believe it should attract 
much favorable comment. 





been put into effect for this, the 
18th tournament. 


This year’s Roundup will be split 
into two five-week halves, May 3- 
June 7; June 11-July 15, with one 
automobile awarded to the biggest 
catch in each half. This makes it 
possible for one angler to win both 
autos—if he’s lucky enough to catch 
the biggest fish in each half of the 
tournament. 


Only three major divisions are 
set up this year: the Open, for all 
anglers with any size of line; the 
30-pound test line division, and the 
20-pound line. This allows use of 
any kind of rod and reel, the di- 
visional set-up being placed strictly 


by dry breaking point of the line on 
any size rod. 


No longer is it necessary to reg- 
ister tackle for the Roundup; you 
know, when you buy your line, in 
what division you will be placed. 

There will also be divisions for 
flyrod, spinning-rod, knucklebuster, 
women’s tourney, rowboat division, 
kid’s contest, and, in the interval be- 
tween the two halves of the Round- 
up, a special contest for guides and 
commercial fishermen. 


For many years the Roundup has 
stressed a released fish division; and 
set a minimum length of 48 inches 
on fish to be entered. Only exception 
to this is in fly and spinning rod 
division and the kid’s contest. 


ST. PETERSBURG TARPON ROUNDUP 
WINNERS 


1935—Oscar Stein, St. Petersburg.............. 

1936—Dr. Earl Floyd, Atlanta, Ga.............. 142 
1937—Mrs. F. N. Houppert, North Vernon, Ind.. .135 
1938—Jack Becker, Jacksonville 140 
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1939—J. A. Carter, Chattanooga, Tenn......... 123 
1940—-Kenneth Coogle, Atlanta, Ga............. 173 
1941—Bob Lassing, St. Petersburg’.............. 160 


Fishing restricted because of War rationing 


1942—Ensign John W. Bell, USCG.............. 116 
1943—Michael N. Olsen, USCG..........cccccce 127 
1944—-Robt. Mandern, Gulf Beaches............ 61 


1945—Lt. Col. Geo. Fertig, Birmingham, Ala.... 42 


1946—H. T. Willard, Hopewell, Va.............. 146 


1947—J. W. Perkerson, St. Petersburg.......... 159 
1948—Lay N. Mastry, St. Petersburg........... 148 
1949—Rex Cole, Jr., St. Petersburg............ 153 
1950—Pete Petrie, St. Petersburg.............. 153 
1951—Sam Sidell, Fowlerville, Mich............. 146 

END. 





Port Richey SHKIFFS 
* 


A Proven Skiff by Hundreds of Fish Camps, 


experience. . 


Boat Liveries and Private Owners 





. Backed by many years of boat building 
. . Stern reinforced to carry motor up to 22 hp. . . . Boats delivered 
anywhere at a fraction of regular freight rates by our own trailers. 


Built of Florida’s red tidewater cypress. . 








Dealers in: 


FLORIDA ® GEORGIA ® 


TENNESSEE ® 


NORTH CAROLINA 


AND KENTUCKY 


Built By: 


Port Richey Cypress Boats, Inc. 
PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA 
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striking at small fish. He noted par- 
ticularly that the little fish, when 
pressed, darted to the top of the 
water, and lashed right and left 
along the surface. Sometimes they 
made short, abortive attempts to 
leap. This action seemed to drive 
the larger fish to a frenzy, for they 
struck even harder and in greater 








fury. Rhode leaped to his feet. An 
idea had struck him! 

At home that night he carved 
plug bodies until almost daylight. 
He had five or six models ready be- 
fore he finally went to bed. They 
were unpainted, of course, but were 
equipped with hooks. It would have 
been impossible to discover their 
true action without the hooks. 


At Sisters Creek, near Marathon, 
Rhode began testing his baits. Each 
plug got a thorough tryout. He would 
cast it out, noting how easily, or 
otherwise, it cast. Then he would 
make a straight winding retrieve, to 


World famous for the unusual 
and valuable shells found on 
their beaches. You'll find the 
fishing equally unusual and 


good. Pier and bridge fishing, or for the more active, deep sea fishing with competent 
guides. Plan your vacation around Captiva and Sanibel Islands. For reservation or 
information write to the business men listed below. 


EDFISH WV 


PASS 4A SOUTH SEAS 


PLANTATION 


PINE ISLAND 
; SOUND 


7 i CENGLES COTTAGES 
—tlPOsT OFFICE 






BLIND Pass BRIDGES If FN 
MITCHELL'S Cor- SX 


T Set 
OSTER’s CoTtAces >< 


ISLAND INN 









FISHING PIER 
POST OFFICE. 








HIERS” once 
LES ces <CASA YeRt. 
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SANIBEL DIRECTORY 


HIER’S COTTAGES—Modern, new. Year round. 
On the Gulf. 


MITCHELL’S COTTAGES — On the _ water. 
Rooms with bath. P. O. Captiva. Year round. 
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LOW COTTAGES — Housekeeping 
Elizabeth Low, Owner. 


cottages. 


MISS SUSIE II — Deep sea fishing trips. Jake 
Stokes, Owner. 


JACK’S PLACE—Sandwiches, beer, cold drinks. 
‘House parties booked at house or at hotels. 


see if the bait had any action of its 
own. Next he would manipulate the 
bait through all the methods he 
knew. He really gave those plugs 
the works. 

Three or four of the baits had 
nothing at all, so he removed the 
hooks and tossed the bodies into 
the mangroves. The fifth bait was 
cast toward a dead limb that lay 
against the mangroves. It cast like 
a bullet. Point one in its favor. He 
began a straight retrieve, as he al- 
ways did on the first cast. The plug 
didn’t have a great deal of action. 
On his next cast, toward the same 
dead limb, he tried twitching the 
tip of his rod a bit. Not much. Just 
a series of light rebounds with the 
tip, which were calculated to bring 
out whatever might be in that plug. 
The bait, at the first twitch, struck 
a tiny wave, and leaped clear out of 
the water! Instantly, without warn- 
ing, the surface of the water burst 
into foam, something engulfed that 
bait, and ran. It ran back under the 
dead limb. Rhode leaned back on 
the rod to set the hook, but there 
was no pressure. The bait was gone. 

Then he went back to Marathon 
and picked up a bit of driftwood suit- 
able for whittling. He sat down in 
the shade of the icehouse and got 
out his jack knife. A pelican swoop- 
ed to a clumsy stop, and waddled 
over to beg for samples. Homer kept 
on with his whittling. In an hour or 
so he had another plug very much 
like the one he had lost. He rigged 
it with screweyes and hooks, and 
went back to his fishing. 


Again he manipulated the bait 
deftly. It had remarkable action. It 
would whip from side to side as he 
twitched the rod tip. It would leap 
smartly from the water when it en- 
countered a wave. Time and again 
Rhode got out his knife, whittling a 
bit here, a bit there. He discovered 
that the plug had to have a very 
subtle convex curve behind the 
shoulders. He learned that it had 
to have a slightly blunt nose, and a 
steep shoulder slant. He caught a 
few fish in his experimenting. The 
sun was dipping in the waters of 
Florida Bay when Homer felt that 
the bait might eventually be the 
basis of a new fish-catching lure. 

There was another plug on the 
market that looked superficially 
like his plug, but Homer knew he 
had something better. He fashioned 
it next in white cedar, which is the 
best wood for most baits. He made 
a scaled model, with intricate mi- 
crometer measurements. Later he 
made a dozen or two. It took months 
of experimenting. It was a patient 
labor of love. Eventually color pat- 
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Your Servant 
of the Century 


WILL HELP YOU DO YOUR JOB 


BETTER @® FASTER @® CHEAPER 


THE PELICAN HOTEL 


ON THE ST. LUCIE RIVER 
STUART, FLORIDA 
WM. V. KING, Manager 
* 

Private Swimming Pool 
Municipal Golf and Tennis 
Sailfishing 
River and Bay Trolling and Casting 
Special Summer Rates for Families 
* 

Write for Large Free Map of the 
Famous St. Lucie-Indian River 
Fishing Grounds 





“RANDALL MADE” KNIVES 


The Finest Available 





HUNTING ® FISHING ® CARVING 
MILITARY ®© THROWING 


Handmade of Swedish tool steel—finest 


ae 


quality and workmanship obtainable. 
guarantee you can’t buy a finer knife.” 
Several models to choose from, all with 
Heiser sheaths. Prices $7.50 to $30.00. 
W. D. RANDALL, JR. 
Box 1988-W, Orlando, Florida 
Send 10c for folder of descriptions, prices 


and instructive knife manual. Fighting 
Knife booklet, 50c. 





Sara-ota Offers 
EXCELLENT TARPON FISHING 
HOTEL SARASOTA 

Offers 
EXCELLENT ACCOMMODATIONS 


Downtown Sarasota 
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terns evolved. Orange with red 
spots. Dark frog with yellow belly. 
Red head, yellow body, with black 
tiger stripes. An all-over green scale 
finish with silver flash on the sides. 
Blue mullet and others. The balance 
of the hooks was another rough 
problem, but that too, became right 
eventually. 

Fishing with one of his new baits 
one day, Homer noted a swift run 
of large bonefish off the flats into a 
channel. He had been fishing for 
barracuda. Feeling a little foolish, 
and certainly half playfully, he 
whipped the plug into the channel 
far ahead of the bonefish. In order 
to make the plug get under the sur- 
face, he reeled steadily at first, which 
made it dart. Once it was under, he 
began twitching the rod tip, which 
made it flash from side to side. Re- 
member, Homer’s bait had been de- 
signed strictly as a surface plug! 

Rhode has the most extraordinary 
eyes this writer has ever known. He 
can spot fish for enormous distances. 
He can spot black bass in murky 
waters. Rhode worked his bait and 
kept his sharp eyes peeled. Suddenly 
a gray and silver shadow appeared 
near it. Rhode slowed it down. The 
shadow appeared again, right be- 
hind the bait, almost nosing it. Rhode 
speeded the bait. Quickly then, 
there came the solid strike of a 
bonefish, one of those heavy smashes 
that thrill a fisherman to his toes. 

Homer lifted the rod tip, the wa- 
ter boiled up from the thrust of the 
fish’s tail, and the reel began to 
scream. With elation and a gloat of 
personal satisfaction, he watched the 
bonefish run the line off his reel. 
He began to thrash through the 
water after the fish, hoping to keep 
up with it and save line. But in an- 
other moment the line dwindled and 
was gone. The line stretched, pinged 
loudly, and the fish was off. 

What happened then is intimate 
and personal. Rhode is a very quiet 
person, not given to exuberance, but 
he admits that when the fish was 
lost, he leaped into the air and 
howled. Why? Because he had just 
hooked the first bonefish ever to 
strike a plug! That was something. 
That plug was something. The new 
bait was a proven success. 

For years Homer Rhode, of Mi- 
ami, fished that plug, making catches 
under extraordinary conditions. The 
writer met him at about that time, 
and thereby hangs this tale. 

The South Bend Bait Company 
was about to make a movie of tar- 
pon fishing in the Everglades. Stu 
Pritchard, the writer and the late 
Ivar Hennings, were to hit into the 
Shark River country and attempt to 








hang some big tarpon on ordinary 
bass tackle, consisting of a 5% foot 
glass rod and 15-pound test nylon 
line. The writer had several of 
Rhode’s new plugs in his tackle box. 
The writer was running the camera, 
and doing a little fishing evenings 
when the light got too poor for color 
movies. Time after time one of 
Rhode’s models would take fish 
when the others were only trying 
their best! Ivar Hennings, a shrewd 
and experienced fisherman watched 
the results carefully. By the next 
day he had one of the models on his 
line for tarpon. 

When he began hooking more 
enormous tarpon than anyone else, 
plus some record breaking snook 
that guide Jack Bowers said would 
go 090 pounds or better, Ivar stroked 
his chin in that way he had, and 
said, “Hmmmm!”’ 

Back in the cabin at Marco Island 
Inn, it was 2 o’clock in the morning, 
when Ivar said, “Get Homer Rhode 
on the ’phone. We’ve got to have 
that plug for South Bend.” 

Homer finally was reached on the 
phone. “Would it be all right if South 
Bend got the rights to make the Be 
Bop?” 

Yes, it would be all right, Homer 
agreed, but the ’phone call lasted 
more than an hour. It probably cost 
Ivar 40 bucks. Why? Because Rhode, 
in that meticulous way he has about 
anything regarding fishing, insisted 
on telling Ivar, who probably didn’t 
know a turret lathe from a jointer, 
the finest points of construction 
necessary to making the new bait. 
Ivar scratched his chin thoughtfully 
after he had hung up the ’phone. 
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PANA-VISTA LODGE 


On beautiful Lake Panasoffkee and Withla- 
coochee River, unexcelled fishing and hunt- 
ing. Fresh water fishing for bass, bream, 
crappie and the best wild turkey and squirrel 
hunting in Central Florida. Excellent duck 
hunting in season. Fourteen modernly 
equipped housekeeping cottages with restau- 
rant serving excellent home cooked food. 
Boats, motors, guides, fishing tackle, as well 
as live bait at all times. Write for informa- 
tion and reservations: 


ROUTE 2, PANASOFFKEE, FLA. 


RUFE WYSONG, Mar. 
Sumter County—tTel. Bushnell 2061 





Norman Auto Supplies 
1401 Main St. P. O. Bex 832 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 


REPLACEMENTS, PARTS AND 
AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES 

















COTTAGES 


BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking facilities, 
Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, boats and bait. Box 
388, Tarpon Springs. Phone 2473. 


GUNS—AMMUNITION 


COMPLETE GUN REFINISHING. Re-bluing, plat- 
ing, re-stocking, sights, scopes, recoil pads. Bona- 
fide dealer’s trade solicited. DON COOK’S GUN 
BLUING SHOP, Winter Park, Fla. 


CUSTOM BUILT gun stocks. Cold bluing process 
on double barrel shot guns; hot dip on other 
guns, New, second-hand, and antique guns bought, 
sold or traded. Black powder, smokeless powder, 
percussion caps, primers, factory ammo., sights 
and other accessories. Come and see us. Palm 
Harbour Road. Ph. 8-6821 or 8-6311. Write us 
about your needs. Bradley & Fought Gun Shop, 
P. O. Box 603, Dunedin, Fla. 


DOGS FOR SALE 


GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTERS—The All 
Purpose Dog you’ve read about. PUREBRED 
BEAGLES. Puppies usually. All dogs registered in 
A. K. C. LEONARD BENNETT, Lake Weir Ken- 
nels. Oklawaha, Fla. Phone 8464—Ocala. 


WILD FOWL FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Peafowl, Pheasants, Wild Ducks, 
Wild Geese and Swans. 80 varieties. DAVIS & 
GIST, McIntosh, Fla. Florida permit No. 25, Fed- 
eral No. 33208. 


RING NECK PHEASANT EGGS 


Ring Neck Pheasant Eggs should be ordered now 
to insure prompt delivery this summer. Hausmann 
Game Farm, 1305 E. Sleigh Ave., Tampa, Fla. 


REAL ESTATE—RESORTS 


‘“WELAKA,” the St. 
Paradise, fishing camps, 
groves, business opportunities. 
Crescent City, Florida. 


Johns River Sportsman's 
river front homes, 
E. J. TeRONDE. 


GAldltfe Trading Post 


fine Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed for SWAPPING. BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sports equipment, services, etc, Classified advertisements I5e a word per insertion, payable in 
advance. Minimum advertisements 15 werds or $2.25. Initials, abbreviations and groups of 
numbers count as words. (No blind box-number ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
to: Wildlife Trading Post, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 


REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 


BEACH AND MAINLAND PROPERTIES. Excep- 
tional listings, both private homes and income 
investments. All inquiries promptly answered. 
Witter Agency, Inc., 442 Mandalay Road, Clear- 
water Beach, Florida. 


NUTRIAS FOR SALE 


NUTAIAS FOR SALE—$25.00 pair breeding size. 
$15.00 extra females. $13.00 pair under breeding 
size. $8.00 extra females. $10.00 pair 2 weeks or 
younger. These are used to make pets. You must 
handle them while they are very young.—dZoe S. 
Lynch, 311 N. St. Charles, Abbeville, La. 


FISH BAIT FOR SALE 


NOTICE TO FISH CAMPS AND FISHERMEN— 
Fishing worms—we have them. Hybrids, jumbos, 
110—$1.00. 1,000—$6.00. Large bait size, 1,000— 
$5.00. Each packed 100 per pint or 1,000 per 
gallon.—FLORIDA WORM GARDEN, West New 
York Ave., DeLand, Florida. 


LIVE BAIT FOR SALE—GILBERT’S HAPPY 
CONTENT WIGGLING, RED WATER WORMS— 
1,000 Worms, $5.00; 2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms 
packed 100 to cup with ample feed for two weeks. 
Orders shipped same day received, Prepaid.— 
GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIPLEY, FLORIDA. 


GREY CRICKETS—THE BEST BAIT. $1.50 per 
hundred postpaid. Take BREAM and SHELL- 
CRACKERS. Dealers Wanted. LUCKY LURE 
CRICKET, Leesburg, Florida. 


MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 


3 DOZ. INSECT REPELLENT (Government Sur- 
plus) 2 Oz. Shipped prepaid $3.00. Write Miller 
Distributing Co., Albany, Georgia. 


ENLARGEMENTS from Your Favorite Hunting- 
Fishing Negatives. 10 for $1.00. TRAINER, Box 
1871, Orlando, Florida. 
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wanted pictures that would appeal to red- 
blooded fishermen!” 





FOR SALE—BONNET LAKE RANCH, PASCO 
COUNTY—Road 52 between 19 and 41, near Moon 
Lake. 293 acres, fenced, two lakes, good fishing, 
swimming and hunting. Clubhouse, cottages, out- 
buildings, citrus grove, wells, irrigation system, 
etc. Built by wealthy Atlanta Coco-Cola execu- 
tive now deceased. Cost twice asking price of 
$45,000. Terms. Fred Clark, Realtor, St. Peters- 
burg or Mr. Winans, Ranch manager. 








Don’t Think—Be Sure. Save-A-Life. Use 

Vac-Viper-Car-Kit, for snake bite. The 

successful way. Sold by Ross Allen, Drug, 

Hardware, Sports Shops, Tarpon Zoo. 
$7.50 


WM. E. McCREARY 


11031 Florida Ave. Tampa, Florida 
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Beautiful private sandbottom lake. on 172 acres, 
%4 mile from US 441. Good swimming and fishing. 
Perfect homesite or good development possibilities, 
more acreage adjoining available. 
Price: $12,000 
WILLSON, NICHOLS & COMPANY 
926 Silver Springs Blvd. 
OCALA, FLORIDA 








This Is Your Opportunity To Purchas2 


Some of Florida’s outstanding fishing service and 
equipment. The owner wishes to retire and will 
sell the well known Houseboat NOAH’S ARK. It 
is of special design for the waters of the St. 
Johns river, to entertain parties Black Bass 
Fishing. It is modern, convenient, and comfort- 
able. It is in excellent repair, hull of cypress, ma- 
hogany finish, powered with diesel engine, six 
fishing boats equipped with Evinrude Motors. We 
have a fine clientele that look forward to their 
outings on Noah’s Ark each season. Further in- 
formation will be furnished on request. Address 
NOAH’S ARK, P. O. BOX #287, Palatka, Florida. 
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TO 
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Florida Wildlife 
Florida’s Only Outdoor Magazine 


ONLY $1.00 PER YEAR 













“That man is extraordinary,” he 


_ said. “He insists that we mike every 


eighth-inch of the body in order to 
get perfect action. He demands that 
we use nothing but the finest white 
cedar for the body. He orders that 
we use screweyes that are corrosion 
proof, two inches or more long, and 
with slow thread so they won’t pull 
out. He insists that the hooks be 
Mustad, double extra strong, cad- 
mium plated. He requests that we 
precisely match his color patterns 
down to the last scale. There were 
a lot of other things, too.....” 
Somebody said, “Why?” 


Ivar answered with a reproving 
frown, “Because the man’s a real 
fisherman. Because he knows that 
the balance of a plug is the most 
important thing about it, like a fly 
rod. Because he knows that his pre- 
cise color patterns will take fish 
when others won’t. Because he 
knows that a plug is only as good 
as its hardware. A big snook will 
tear up the ordinary plug. But 
Homer says if we use the trimmings 
he recommends, it will never tear 
up. What a man! He’s more interest- 
ed in how we are going to make this 
plug than in what he'll get out of 
it. * 

Ivar shook his head again and 
muttered, “A remarkable fisher- 
man!” 

Allen Corson, fishing editor of the 
Miami Herald was on hand. It was 
then about 4 o’clock in the morning. 

“Well,” asked Corson, “what will 
you call it?” 

Stu said, “I heard a new kind of 
jazz music on the radio this morning. 
It was called Be Bop. Now this bait, 
when you keep your rod tip twitch- 
ing, works from side to side on the 
surface. It makes a sound like Be 
Bop, Be Bop, Be Bop. It is also a 
very jazzy plug. Why not call it the 
Be Bop?” 

We were all tired. Corson, Pritch- 
ard, Hennings, Bruns, took a vote. 
It was unanimous! 


Today the Be Bop is one of Flor- 
ida’s best known baits. It has caught 
every fish that will strike a plug, 
from black bass to bluefish. It holds 
the tying world’s record for man- 
grove snapper. It is a murderous, 
tantalizing bait, made for Florida 
fishing. You probably have one in 
your tackle box right now. Want 
to thank somebody for giving you 
that wonderful bait? Then reach out 
toward Miami, where Homer Rhode, 
Jr., one of our outstanding fisher- 
men lives. Rhode is the guy to thank. 
He is the father. South Bend is the 
mother. The Be Bop is their favorite 
child. END 
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DIXIE LILY 


“Freshest and Finest’ 
* RICE * BEANS 
* MEAL * FLOUR 
* GRITS * SYRUP 


Your BEST BUY «2 Zualtty 
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AT ALL LEADING STORES 


DIXIE LILY MILLING CO. 
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SPEND your happiest holiday ever at beautiful 





Paradise Point Villas, on the shores of Kings : 
Paradise Point vj; | 
Crystal River Floridh | 
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and summer rate card and join us in June or 





July for the fun you've been missing. 
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